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Ban on CMP Steel Exports for 
Consumer Goods Output Eased 


The ban on exports of steel controlled materials coming from 
distributors and destined for manufacture of consumer durable goods 
abroad was partially lifted on July 29 to permit shipment of certain 
steel shapes and forms that are not needed for direct defense production. 

The ban, which previously applied to all steel obtained from or 
shipped by distributors after midnight, June 10, 1952, now applies only to 
certain shapes and forms of steel controlled materials which are in heavy 


demand for military production, as 
specified in a revision of OIT’s Order 
384.12. 

OIT’s action to make some types of 
steel available to help maintain the 
basic economies of friendly countries 
parallels the National Production Au- 
thority’s recent move to permit domestic 
manufacturers of consumer durable 
goods to accept delivery of steel now 
held in warehouses but not needed for 
military production. 

The steel items which OIT still pro- 
hibits from export for consumer goods 
production abroad are the same as those 
which are banned by NPA from use by 
domestic manufacturers. 


Prohibited Items Listed 

The prohibited items include certain 
sizes of carbon and alloy steel bar, hot- 
dipped and electrolytic tinplate, wide- 
flanged sections of carbon steel struc- 
tural shapes, certain types of carbon and 
alloy steel pressure and mechanical tub- 
ing, and all forms and shapes of nickel- 
bearing stainless steel. A complete list 
of the prohibited items, together with 
their Schedule B numbers was _ pub- 
lished in the Federal Register July 30, 
1952, as part of OIT’s revised Order 
384.12 and will also appear in a forth- 
coming Current Export Bulletin. In the 
meantime, it is available for inspection 
at OIT in Washington, D. C., and at all 
Field Offices of the Department of Com- 
merce. 

Steel controlled materials other than 
those specified in that list, which are 
obtained from or shipped by distribu- 
tors, may again be shipped, against ex- 
port licenses, for production of con- 
sumer durable goods abroad. 

No change has been made in the pro- 
vision permitting exports of CMP steel 
for this end-use abroad by producers or 
by exporters who obtain the steel di- 
rectly from producers. Exports to Can- 
ada, for which export licenses are not 
required, also still are unaffected by 
OIT’s order. 

The certification previously required 


on all shipper’s export declarations for 
CMP steel exported for permitted end- 
uses has been eliminated for commodity 
classifications that are not on the new 
prohibited list. The certification, now 
required only for commodities included 
under the Schedule B numbers specified 
in the revised order, reads as follows: 


*“T certify to the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade that, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, this exporta- 
tion is in accordance with the terms 
of OIT Order 384.12, as amended 
July 29, 1952.” (OIT-1046, July 29, 
1952.) 





Panama's Financial 


Affairs Are Acute 


Panama Government finances were of 
growing public concern in June. An of- 
ficial of the Government-owned Santo 
Tomas Hospital stated publicly that the 
hospital’s credit was seriously damaged 
and -that it was short of supplies be- 
cause of the Government’s failure for 
several months to provide it with funds. 
Business activity continued to be slow. 


Authorization for the completion of 
three major construction works was ex- 
pected to put into circulation more than 
$1,800,000 within the next 3 months. 
Construction is to be completed on the 
main building at the Tocumen National 
Airport, the Arts and Crafts School 
buildings in Panama City suburbs, and 
the Juan Diaz road which intersects 
with the Tocumen highway. Bids were 
also let for the construction of a heavy 
14-foot, 1-mile security fence around 
the industrial area of the Colon Free 
Trade Zone. 


Commercial shipping through the 
Panama Canal was at a peak level in 
June. This traffic is an important 
source of income to Panama through 
the sales of goods and services. The 
announcement by the Hotel El Panama, 
Panama’s luxury tourist hotel, that it 
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is now providing deep sea fishing excur- 
sion trips is added incentive for tour- 


ist travel to Panama, 





FOREIGN capital has shown interest 


in Jordan’s mineral resources. Negotia- 
tions have been conducted with an 
Italian company for the exploitation of 
phosphate deposits. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





France Curbs Raw Material 
Imports as Exports Fall Off 


The French foreign trade situation at the end of June remained 
a major cause for concern as exports continued to decline. Imports of 
raw materials dropped sharply, giving rise to fear for the future of 
French manufacturing industries. While official unemployment figures 


remained low, partial employment 
was beginning to be recognized as a 
problem which must be faced for some 
time to come, 


The French foreign trade balance for 
May showed a deficit of 31 billion 
francs, compared with a deficit of 47.6 
billion for April, however, this improve- 
ment was achieved not by an increase 
in: exports, but by a further compres- 
sion of imports. Imports dropped to 97.8 
billion francs from 114.8 billion in April, 
and exports fell to 66.8 billion from 67.2 
billion. 


Lack of Raw Materials Feared 


The decrease in imports is accounted 
for largely by a reduction of 15 billion 
francs in imports of raw materials and 
semifinished goods. Imports of coal de- 
clined by 3 billion francs, while petro- 
leum imports dropped 2 billion. 

Consumption of large raw-material 
inventories built up in December 1951 
and in January and February 1952 in 
anticipation of tightened import restric- 
tions and possible devaluation of the 
franc was partially responsible for the 
decrease in imports of raw materials, 
Some French industrialists have ex- 
pressed concern over the problem of 
obtaining future supplies of raw mate- 
rials to maintain production. A further 
cause for concern is found in the fact 
that, although French exports as a 
whole fell off slightly during May from 
the April figure, exports of raw and 
semifinished goods increased by more 
than 2,500,000,000 francs, while exports 
of machinery and equipment dropped 
1,419,000 francs. 


Exports to U. S. Rise Slightly 

French trade with the U. S. showed a 
slight change in the direction of balance 
in May, although the month’s exports 
still covered only 33.5 percent of im- 
ports. The following table shows the 
principal items in Franco-American 
trade for April and May. 


Franco-American Trade 
(Millions. of dollars) 


Commodity May _ April 
Imports from the U. S.: 
Machinery and equip- 
ah Ua ee 75 
TER ae . 84 3.8 
yi Sir Si 4.7 12.9 
Raw cotton 2.0.0.0... cece 4.2 5.7 


Copper and light metals.. 2.4 3.0 
Petroleum products ....... ; 22 2.2 
Chemicals 19 1.6 





was generally on the increase and 


Automobiles and equip- 


et on tet here ae 1.3 1.2 
Electrical equipment ..... .” on 1.6 
Iron, steel and 

manufactures ................ 1.2 1.0 


Allied chemical products 9 1.1 


Total imports ................ 42.4 48.0 
Exports to the U. S.: 
Iron, steel and 
manufactures ................ 2.5 2.1 
Food, beverages, tobacco 
except ethyl alcohol and 


alcoholic beverages ...... 1.8 A 
BCH -BICOTIOE .cssccsccorsoccteee 14 1.6 
Alcoholic beverages ........ 1.0 1.1 

Total exports ................ 14.2 13.0 


Operations With EPU 

Figures released at the time of the 
mid-June European Payments Union 
settlement showed that France had a 
deficit of only $500,000 (money of ac- 
count) in its operations with the EPU 
so far that month. It is considered that 
import restrictions contributed to keep- 
ing the French foreign trade position 
in balance—at a greatly reduced volume 
of trade, however. 


Ecuador's Trade Brisk 


Business picked up briskly in June, 
continuing the favorable trend of the 
past 2 months. The forthcoming coffee 
crop, regarded as the principal economic 
indicator for the rest of the year, is 


forecast at 380,000 60-kilogram bags— 
the largest crop on record. 


Agricultural production prospects re- 
mained good as unseasonal light June 
rains benefited crops. 


Representatives of the cotton indus- 
try decided to request the Government 
to free cotton imports and exports from 
controls, allowing local prices to rise to 
world prices. Meanwhile, to forestall 
speculation, the Government directed 
that 30 percent of the national barley 
stocks be surrendered to the Director- 
ate of Food Supplies. 


Branches of the National Develop- 
ment Bank were authorized to increase 
substantially their rediscounts of com- 
mercial paper. This move was in re- 
sponse to the needs of agriculturalists, 
principally those harvesting cotton, 





Drop in Exports Hampers 


British Trade Recovery 


Sagging exports are preventing Brit- 
ain from achieving a better balanced 
foreign trade. Measures taken last No- 


vember, January, and March to reduce 
imports appear to be producing the de- 
sired results, but British exports also 
took another sharp dip in June. The re- 
sulting United Kingdom trade deficit 
for the first half of this year estimated 
on an f.o.b. basis for both imports and 
exports at about £240,000,000, although 
an improvement over deficits of £336,- 
000,000 and £453,000,000 for the first 
and second halves of last year, is still 
likely to leave a large over-all balance- 
of-payments deficit for 1952. 


Preliminary trade figures just re- 
leased indicated that United Kingdom 
exports in June fell to £185,000,000 from 
£226,000,000 in May. Although the total 
value of British exports during the first 
6 months of 1952 was £100,000,000 
greater than in the corresponding pe- 
riod last year, the entire increase re- 
sulted from heavy shipments made dur- 
ing the period January through March. 
British exports to dollar countries did 
not share in the improvement. 





Colombian Economy Better . 


Generally sluggish business activity 
and a tight money supply continued in 
Colombia throughout June. Sales were 
slow, and little improvement was shown 
over conditions of the past 3 months. 
Inventories remained high, especially in 
textile and hardware lines, The tight 
money supply was accompanied by 
steady demands for loans. However, the 
Bank of the Republic maintained its re- 
strictions on credit. 


By mid-July the Colombian economy 
showed some signs of improvement. 
During the first 10 days of that month 
export registrations of coffee alone ex- 
ceeded general import registrations for 
the first time since May. The export 
excess was $1,400,000. Colombia’s bal- 
ance-of-payments position at the end 
of the first 6 months was considerably 
better than at the end of the half year 
in 1951. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Yugoslavia Frees Exchange, 
Licenses, and Raw Materials 


Three highly important measures recently were taken to liberalize 
Yugoslav mechanisms of foreign trade: 

1. Foreign Exchange Centers were opened on July 1 where licensed 
Yugoslav importers and exporters are to be allowed to buy and sell 45 
percent of the foreign currencies they earn. Rates on the free exchange 


are to be determined by supply and 
demand. Through credit policies and a 
system of “coefficients,” the Govern- 
ment will attempt to maintain the free 
rate approximately equivalent to the 
official rate. 

2. Import and export licenses as well 
as licenses to make payments abroad 
were abolished insofar as particular 
shipments are concerned. Importers and 
exporters can operate, however, only 
when they have a general license tc 
do so, 

3. Prices of raw materials, minerals, 
and finished and semifinished industrial 
products were decontrolled. Only a few 
items, such as gold and silver, electric- 
ity, petroleum products, sugar, and salt, 
remain controlled. ; 


Domestic prices are to be cushioned 
from the impact of world prices by a 
system of coefficients. World prices are 
to be multiplied by one of 14 coefficients 
ranging from 0.80 to 4. The result is 
the price paid or received by the Yugo- 
slav firm. The difference is paid or re- 
ceived by the National Bank, and a 
stabilizing fund will be established. 

Comprehensive regulations concerning 
representatives of foreign firms went 
into effect June 25. 

Trade Agreements Concluded 

In June, Yugoslavia concluded trade 
agreements with the following coun- 
tries for the periods indicated: France, 
through June 30, 1953; Brazil, through 
June 30, 1953; Western Germany, 
through December 31, 1952 (including a 
convention permitting the export of 
livestock and slaughtered cattle into 
Germany). Talks are currently under 
way preparing for a trade agreement 
with India. 

In an unprecedented move, the Peo- 
ple’s Republics of Slovenia and Croatia 
each concluded a barter agreement with 
Austria, outside the agreement in effect 

between Austria and Yugoslavia. 

* On June 13, “Politika” claimed that, 
by the end of May, 49 percent of the 
year’s export quota had been met, and 
predicted that 57 percent would be met 
by July 1. Preliminary figures indicate 
that exports this year have shown en- 
couraging strength. 

Domestic Trade Slow—Prices High 

Prices, which have risen considerably 
in recent years, increased only 3 percent 
from January to May. Sales during the 
first 5 months of 1952 were 40 percent 
of the planned yearly total and the 
stocks in retail] stores increased 60 per- 
cent. The increased production plus 
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sales resistance indicate that deflation- 
ary pressures are growing. Qne factor 
affecting the stocks of consumer goods 
is the prevalence of unsalable goods in 
the retail stores. Much of these are 
early products that cannot compete with 
later, improved goods. Inordinately high 
prices contribute to the accumulation 
of stocks. 


Wage Scales and Pensions Adjusted 

Completion of new wage scales in 
economic enterprises continued slowly. 
In the Republic of Serbia, 30 percent 
of the enterprises had not submitted 
their wage scales by the middle of June, 
and only 17.5 percent had had their 
wage scales approved by the Republic 
Committee. 

New social security legislation has 
been drafted. If the law is enacted, pen- 
sions will no longer be determined sole- 
ly on the basis of past earnings, but by 
a complicated formula involving the 
working qualifications of the recipient 
(skilled, unskilled, etc.), duration of 
employment, and only in exceptional 
cases the actual wages received. This is 
apparently designed to eliminate the in- 
equalities that would result from the 
expected variation in wage levels be- 
tween enterprises once they are on a 
basis of profitability. 

Transport Agreements Effected 

The Sixth Session of the Danube 
Commission ended on July 1 with the 
Soviet and Satellite delegates showing 
an unwonted degree of restraint in their 
dealings with the Yugoslav delegation. 
This occurred despite the fact that the 
Yugoslavs proposed amending the Rules 
of Procedure in such a way as to deny 
to the U.S.S.R. the dictatorial powers 
it has heretofore exercised between ses- 
sions of the Commission. The Curtain 
delegates did not attack the proposal, 
merely postponed its consideration. 
Yugoslavia was offered, and accepted, 
several minor posts on the Commission. 
A hydrometeorological convention was 
adopted unanimously. 

Representatives of Yugoslavia, West- 
ern. Germany, Italy, the Free Territory 
of Trieste, Greece; and Turkey reached 
an agreement regulating international 
transit of railway express shipments 
between their respective countries, Aus- 
tria acceded to the agreement also. By 
this agreement, Greece and Turkey will 
be able to resume rail shipments with 
Western Europs, interrupted 8 months 
ago when transshipments through Bul- 
garia were stopped. 





Compulsory deliveries on all cereals 
were abolished by administrative decree 
on June 7, leaving only wool under com- 
pulsory delivery. The issuance of “bons” 
or coupons for cereals sold to official 
buying agencies on “tied” price terms 
(giving 65 percent discount on purchase 
of industrial goods) was discontinued, 
and coupons will no longer be valid in 
business transactions after July 15. Pri- 
vate peasants throughout Yugoslavia 
hail the move as an emancipatory meas- 
ure. Members of cooperatives are re- 
ported as feeling bitter at seeing one 
of the, chief measures used to coerce 
them into cooperatives thus abolished. 
The authorities may encounter increased 
difficulties in persuading cooperative 
members that their lot is more advan- 
tageous than that of the uncollectivized 
farmer, Regarding this new element in 
agricultural policy, the Minister of Agri- 
culture in a “Borba” article stated that 
compulsory deliveries represented a 
form of rigidity not compatible with the 
new socialistic system; that the multi- 
plicity of individual producing units 
forestalled any effort on the part of 
farmers to monopolistic prices; and that 
private farmers, through taxation meas- 
ures and the depression of farm prices, 
will be forced into the collectives or 
into other lines of endeavor. 


New Agricultural Plans Advocated 

The Federal Council of Agriculture 
has indicated that plans are under way 
to draft an over-all 5- to 10-year plan 
in agriculture following lapse of the 
“Five Year Plan” in 1951. Serbia is 
considering a 10-year program for in- 
creasing productivity of crops and live- 
stock in both the private and socialistic 
sector although “special attention is 
to be devoted to development of coop- 
erative and state farms.” The Minister 


of Agriculture of Croatia recently an- ° 


nounced an investment program amount- 
ing to “tens of billions” of dinars in 
agriculture in an effort to bring agri- 
cultural investments in proper propor- 
tion to those in industry. This may be 
indicative of a new trend of economic 
thinking, differing from that in the past 
9 years in which industry has held vir- 
tually all priorities and agriculture has 
been slighted, 





Spain's Industrial Committee 
To Study Production Problems 


The National Committee on Indus- 
trial Productivity was created in Spain 
by a decree published in the Weekly 
Bulletin of the Ministry of Commerce 
of June 19, 1952. 


This committee is to study the prob- 
lems of industrial productivity in Spain 
and to develop means of raising output. 
It is authorized to send technical mis- 
sions abroad to study foreign tech- 
niques and to requisition from any 
sources in Spain. 

The life of the committee is limited 
to 3 years. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Indonesian Business Slow; 
Deficits, Payment Problems Seen 


Statements made by the Wilopo 
Cabinet before the Indonesian Parlia- 
ment during May were cautiously mod- 
erate but made clear that Indonesia was 
moving into a period of balance-of-pay- 
ments difficulties and budgetary deficits. 

The need for Indonesia to cooperate 
with private foreign capital was recog- 
nized in principle. The unsatisfactory 
rubber situation resulted in a reduction 
of export duties on that commodity, 
Far-reaching new regulations were in- 
troduced to improve rice distribution 
and prevent speculation. The Java Bank 
statement showed a substantial Treas- 
ury deficit and deterioration of the for- 
eign-exchange position. New exchange 
regulations were issued changing pro- 
cedures and rates for dollar-export cer- 
tificates. (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 23, 1952.) Labor troubles con- 
tinued during the month, Wholesale and 
retail trade, particularly textiles, con- 
tinued depressed, 


Low-Grade Rubber Surplus 

The local press reported the closing 
down of a number of remilling factories 
in Sumatra during May and the accu- 
mulation of large stocks of low-grade 
rubber. The press spoke critically of 
rubber policies abroad, expressed fears 
of “unfair” competition from synthetic 
rubber, and clamored for an investiga- 
tion of the possibility of disposing of the 





Canada's Tourist Season 
Setting New Record 


The discount on U. S. dollars 
in Canada apparently has not af- 
fected what appears to be a rec- 
ord tourist season. Border cross- 
ings have been far above last year 
and provincial tourist associations 
seem uniformly optimistic. 

To a large extent Canadian ho- 
tels and resorts took U. S. dollars 
at par before the upward rate 
surge in early. July. Various tour- 
ist associations indicated at that 
time that their members would 
assess the exchange rate when it 
was in excess of a 3-percent pre- 
mium. 


Many U. S. visitors to Canada 
are uninformed of the exchange 
rate when they go to Canada. 
When the discount on U. S. dol- 
lars is explained they seem in gen- 
eral to understand the Canadian 
position, but there have been nu- 
merous instances of irritation 
which may have cumulative ef- 
fects on the tourist volume in the 
long run. 
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lower grades of rubber to Soviet bloc 
countries. The Minister of Agriculture 
in a press report stated that countries 
of the Soviet bloc were willing to buy 
only high-quality rubber, whereas Indo- 
nesia’s immediate problem was dispos- 
ing of an estimated low-grade rubber 
surplus of 300,000 tons. On May 31, the 
Government took a concrete step to 
aid rubber exporters and the industry 
by reducing the additional export duty 
from 25 to 15 percent for the period 
June-September, 1952. 

In order to alleviate the effects of the 
rice shortage, the Government issued 
far-reaching regulations, covering trans- 
portation controls, Government rice 
purchasing, and ceilings on both stocks 
and prices. A 5-year plan to increase 
rice production in Java was announced 
in late May by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, which envisages an expenditure 
of 800 million rupiahs with an increase 
of Java rice production by 600,000 tons. 
The Ministries of Economic Affairs and 
Home Affairs authorized the Bank Rak- 
jat Indonesia to grant credits totaling 
50 million rupiahs for the coming rice- 
planting season throughout Indonesia. 


Coal Production To Be Stepped Up 

The Wilopo government’s second pol- 
icy statement to Parliament touched 
briefly on mining, took cognizance of 
“the same handicap hampering the 
State in every field’—lack of manageri- 
al officials, intermediate personnel, and 
experts. The Government indicated it 
would take steps to increase the produc- 
tion of its two coal mines. 

On May 17 the Caltex Pacific Petro- 
leum Maatschappij made its first over- 
sea shipment of crude petroleum — 
200,000 barrels to California. In bring- 
ing its Central Sumatra project to the 
shipping and selling stage, this com- 
pany has brought to fruition more than 
25 years’ work in developing Indonesia’s 
oil assets. Until such time as projected 
refineries in the Philippines and Aus- 
tralia are completed, shipments will 
continue to be made to the United 
States, 


Unemployment Is Problem 


Labor conditions during May followed 
largely the pattern set by the April 
tune-up for the May Day celebrations 
throughout Indonesia. Led by SOBSI, a 
series of sitdowns, harassment strikes 
of 1- 2- or 3-day duration, along with 
the start of the propaganda campaign 
for the Lebaran (end of the Moslem 
fasting period) bonus demands marked 
the early days of the month. In the 
harbors of Djakarta and Surabaya the 
harassment program that had been 
initiated in -April continued unabated 
until about the middle of the month, 
when conditions began to improve 
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slowly. Unemployment became an in- 
creasing problem, particularly in the 
textile, tea, coffee, and rubber indus- 
tries; a number of factories and es- 
tates closed, throwing some thousands 
out of employment. 

Trade in Some Lines Depressed 

Many wholesale and retail lines con- 
tinued to move sluggishly in May, with 
dealers, in a number of instances, un- 
loading cheaper textiles at losses run- 
ning as high as 40 percent. Hardware, 
paper, ironware, and chinaware lines 
were also depressed, dealers commonly 
taking 10-20 percent losses. Most other 
lines showed a satisfactory turn-over, 
including the important foodstuffs and 
machinery lines. 

The depression in certain lines in May 
represented a continuation from previ- 
ous months, arising largely from over- 
stocking and untimely buying on the 
part of the “benteng” or Indonesian 
newcomer merchants, By the end of 
May benteng merchants in the lower- 
income groups were virtually bankrupt, 
and although trade in general seemed 
to show signs of picking up again near 
the end of the month, it will doubtless 
be difficult for many of these merchants 
to start business again because their 
capital has been dissipated. Benteng 
merchants handling textiles suffered the 
most, while those handling technical 
goods, such as building materials, were 
Yest able to maintain their position. 





Many U. K. Spinners Will 
Buy Cotton on Own Account 


The President of the Board of Trade 
had stated in April that spinners of cot- 
ton would be given the option each year 
of buying their own cotton, but that the 
Raw Cotton Commission would continue 
to supply those spinners who chose to 
buy from it as well as to offer forward 
cover to the whole industry. 

It has now been announced that 162 
cotton spinning firms, representing 210 
mills and about 23,000,000 spindles, or 
68 percent, will continue to obtain sup- 
plies from the Commission; 47 firms, 
representing 60 mills and about 5,000,000 
spindles, or 15 percent, will import their 
requirements; and 15 firms, represent- 
ing 55 mills‘and about 6,000,000 spindles, 
or 17 percent, will get part of their sup- 
plies from the Commission and the rest 
from direct imports. Nine firms repre- 
senting nine mills have not reported, 
while some firms were included in more 
than one of these categories. It is now 
estimated, on the basis of past consump- 
tion, that some 29 percent of cotton 
imports will be imported on private. ac- 
count. Cotton imports amounted to 
£259,000,000 in 1951. 

The procedure for the private import 
of cotton, including arrangements for 
consignment cotton, is being worked 
out by the Cotton Import Advisory 
Panel and will be announced as soon as 
possible, 
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End of Food Rationing Symbol 
Of New Era, Says General Franco 


Spain’s main economic difficulties have been overcome and a new 
era has begun, according to General Franco in a speech before the 


new Cortes. 


He described the increased tempo of improvement of the last few 


months as the end of the past 
Symbolic of this progress, he pointed 
out, was the Government's intention to 
abolish the ration card on June 1. 


To the average Spaniard this im- 
provement, measured in terms of his 
making ends meet, thus far had ap- 
peared largely in a greater supply of 
staple foodstuffs at somewhat lower 
prices. Other promised price reductions, 
especially in clothing and footwear, had 
not yet materialized, although it ap- 
peared that textile prices would decline 
shortly; nor was there any change re- 
ported in general wage levels. There 
appeared to be more opportunities for 
work, and many industrial workers had 
benefited by the general increase in in- 
dustrial activity in the form of more 
pay for longer hours worked and over- 
time payments. A shortage of certain 
types of skilled workers was reported. 
The much-needed adjustment of wages 
and prices was known to be a major 
preoccupation of the Government, and 
rumors were current that wage increases 
of some sort by Government order were 
in the offing. It was believed, however, 
that important segments within the 
Government were opposed to any gen- 
eral wage increase at this time. 


Higher Industrial Level Held 


Trade sources reported that the iron 
and steel output for the month of May 
was sustained at this year’s higher level, 
as compared with 1951, with possibly 
slight increases. Improved performance 
was attributed to greater coal stocks 
and availability of electric power. The 
scrap supply was described as tight. 
Special steel production was curtailed 
because of shortages of nonferrous alloy 
metals. 

Shipbuilding was greatly hampered 
by severe shortages of raw materials, 
particularly steel plates and shapes. 


The important cotton textile industry 
in the Barcelona area was reported to 
have reduced its consumption of raw 
cotton from 9,357 metric tons used in 
April to some 7,000 tons during May. 
This reduction in production was appar- 
ently related to the slow sales move- 
ment of textiles and expected price de- 
creases in the near future. The woolen 
industry reacted favorably to recent 
relaxation of controls and the rayon 
industry was reported to be planning 
expansion. 

The upsurge in industrial and agricul- 
tural activity was reflected in the Span- 
ish Government’s latest figures on un- 
employment, which showed 117,557 per- 


and the beginning of the future. 


sons requesting full-time employment 
with the Government Placement Service 
in March, as compared with 120,551 in 
the preceding month. These figures serve 
only as a partial index but confirmed 
reports that more work was becoming 
available. The March figure was some 
29 percent below that for the same 
month of 1951. 


Water levels in reservoirs throughout 
Spain continued to increase sharply 
during May as a result of late spring 
rains. Total stored water throughout 
the country stood at 5,992,000,000 cubic 
meters on May 23, the highest recorded. 
Electric-power reserves also continued 
to increase during the month, reaching 
1,678,000,000 kw.-hr. or 75 percent of 
capacity, as compared with some 1,600,- 
000,000 kw.-hr. at the beginning of the 
month. This large reserve left Spain 
with the brightest prospect in its mod- 
ern history for completing the year with 
no restrictions on power consumption. 

Agricultural Outlook Excellent 

Although the Spanish agricultural 
outlook through May was considered 
excellent, much still depends on weather 
conditions and the extent of insect in- 
festations during the remainder of the 
crop season. 

Wheat was being harvested in the 
south and along the eastern coast. 
Yields are said to be at least 10 percent 
better than last year. 

Orange and olive trees bloomed pro- 
fusely, and the growers anticipated a 
good crop of fruit. Reliable sources esti- 
mate the 1952 almond crop from 15 to 
25 percent above that for 1951. 

Pastures and forage crops were gen- 
erally in excellent condition as a result 
of the continued general rains and mild 
temperatures. 

The Ministry of Agriculture announced 
on May 24 that the existing reserves of 
wheat and rye from the 1951-52 crop 
season and the excellent prospects this 
season had permitted the Government 
to abolish compulsory quotas and the 
dual price system for wheat. The Na- 
tional Wheat Service has been desig- 
nated as the sole buyer of wheat at the 
fixed price of 3.60 pesetas per kilogram 
for ordinary wheat, instead of the dual 
price of 2.50 pesetas per kilogram for 
forced deliveries and 4.25 for all sur- 
pluses over forced deliveries. 


Foodstuffs Rationing Abolished 


On June 1 all foodstuffs rationing 
was abolished. Ration cards are to be 


British Textile Trade 
Prospects Brighten 


Textile sales in the United Kingdom 
are increasing, according to a report in 
the Manchester Guardian. Good weather 
and the approach of the holiday season 
have been most important in this re- 
vival. The improvement in trade has not 


been restricted to summer goods, for 
considerable interest has also been 
shown in woolen and nylon goods. How- 
ever, sales of soft furnishings and 
household fabrics, particularly sheets, 
continue to be difficult. 


Many retailers believe that the buy- 
ing public is not fully convinced that 
prices are as low now as they are likely 
to be, and this fact is especially true 
for nontextile items. More substantial 
price reductions have occurred in tex- 
tiles, however. Retailers believe that the 
removal of the purchase tax has made 
very little difference in sales, One store 
stated that not one customer had in- 
quired whether the goods he was buying 
were free of tax or not. 

Even with the increase in textile 
sales, retailers are not sufficiently op- 
timistic about the future to place for- 
ward orders to any great extent; there- 
fore manufacturers have not yet fully 
benefited from this recovery. Neverthe- 
less, wholesalers’ stocks have been fall- 
ing, and for women’s and children’s 
wear are now at about the same level 
as a year ago. 

The number of unemployed in the 
textile industries increased from 60,000 
in mid-February to 160,000 by May 12 
but declined, for the first time since the 
textile slump began, by 6,000 in June. 
The net addition of workers to industry 
in June was due largely to the increased 
activity in the cotton industry, for in 
that month 5,700 more workers in the 
jute industry and 3,700 more workers in 
the clothing industry were laid off. 





retained by the holders for identification 
and are still needed for obtaining to- 
bacco. However, it is anticipated that 
tobacco will also be derationed by the 
end of 1952. Wool has been freed from 
all Government intervention. 

The spring crop of potatoes was being 
harvested in May and some shipments 
went to the United States. It was ina 
shipment of this new crop from the 
Valencia area that the presence of 
golden nematode was detected, causing 
suspension of shipments to the United 
States. While this order came as no 
surprise to some exporters, others were 
caught with potatoes sacked and ready 
to be loaded or with contracts with 
growers for future shipments. The loss 
in dollar exchange may well total sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars. Shippers 
are seeking alternative markets in Eu- 
rope and South America, hoping to ful- 
fill their contracts with growers, 
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French Textile 
Industry Depressed 


Reports from American consulates in 
the French Provinces indicate a general 
business slackness, with the textile in- 
dustries particularly hard hit. Seasonal 
factors, decreases in world market 
prices for raw materials, and anticipa- 
tion of further price declines seem to 
be combining to depress business and 
industrial activity. 


No real improvement took place in 
the textile industry in May and June. 
A special investigation of the industry’s 
present condition and future outlook 
was undertaken by the Government 
but has not yet been made public. 
It is generally known, however, that 
greater unemployment benefits will be 
recommended, and that some textile 
workers, whose partial employment 
seems likely to be chronic, will be urged 
to shift to other trades, particularly 
construction work. The domestic mar- 
ket remained slow, and global exports 
of textile products in the first 5 months 
of the year were 52 percent less than 
a year ago, 


Economie setbacks were also being 
suffered by the tanning and leather in- 
dustries. Sales are very slow in the 
domestic market and their exports have 
decreased almost as much as have those 
of textile products. 





Price-Reduction Campaign 
Under Way in France 


Although both retail and wholesale 
price indices in France continued to 
drop during June, there were signs that 
the Government was not satisfied with 
the degree of cooperation from private 
business in the price-reduction cam- 
paign. The Prime Minister warned re- 
peatedly that failure by private busi- 
ness to follow the Government’s lead in 
this campaign might force him, against 
his inclination, to call for price control 
measures. The steel industry cooperated 
with the Government in a program de- 
signed to cut 9.4 billion francs off the 
price of steel consumed annually in 
France, and to apportion this saving so 
as to have the greatest possible reper- 
cussion on agricultural and consumer 
prices, 


The cost-of-living index (consumers’ 
Tetail-price index for Paris) dropped 1 
percent in June, bringing the total de- 
crease since inauguration of the Pinay 
price-reduction campaign to 3.6 percent. 
The largest factor in the June decrease 
was the 1.4-percent decline in the food 
index, 


The general wholesale-price index 
also dropped 1 percent in June, largely 


‘88 a result of the 2.4-percent decrease 


in the index of industrial products. On 
the other hand, the index of wholesale 
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food prices rose 0.2 percent, the first 
such increase since January 1952. 

Price decreases affecting a variety of 
steel products became effective on June 
1. These reductions resulted in part 
from the voluntary reductions by the 
steel industry. 


In a speech to the Small and Medium 
Business Federation on June 22, Prime 
Minister Pinay claimed that the Gov- 
ernment had succeeded in checking the 
inflationary trend and urged private 
business to cooperate in the price-reduc- 
tion effort. Stating that he did not wish 
to revert to Government control of 
prices or coercive measures to keep 
prices down, Pinay warned that “abuses 
and exaggerations” would not, however, 
be tolerated. In line with this declara- 
tion was the passage by the National 
Assembly during the month of a Gov- 
ernment-sponsored measure outlawing 
price-fixing arrangements by “ententes” 
and resale price maintenance by agree- 
ment between producers and dealers 
(trade-marked articles excluded). The 
Government maintained that this bill 
was only a provisional measure and was 
not intended as a substitute for the 
broader anti-trust bill which was being 
considered by the Assembly at the end 
of this term. 


German Output Levels Off 


Industrial production in the Federal 
Republic of Germany during May 
showed definite tendencies toward level- 
ing off. Although the composite index 
went up 2 points in May to reach a level 
of 141 (1936=100), if such seasonal in- 
dustries as building, food processing, 
stimulants, electric power, and gas are 
eliminated, the index of industrial pro- 
duction of the remaining industries de- 
clined from 140 in April to 139 in May. 
Intermediate producer goods rose 2 
points to 128 in May, and finished pro- 
ducer goods dropped 1 point from 
April’s postwar peak of 172. The pro- 
duction of consumer goods continued to 
indicate weakness as the production 


index fell off 5 points to register 118 in 
May. 


U. K. Miners Denied 
Higher Wages 


The National Coal Board has denied 
the ‘600,000 members of the mine-work- 
ers’ union a 30-s. ($4.20) weekly pay in- 
crease. This is the third time within 
the past few months that the Govern- 
ment has rejected a major union’s bid 
for increased wages. The miners’ last 
pay award came at the end of 1951 and 
cost £26,000,000 a year. 

The cost of living has been held down 
this year; the index of retail prices has 
increased only 3.5 percent since Decem- 
ber 1951, compared with 12 percent 
a year earlier. Weekly wage rates havé 
risen only 2% percent during 1952; 
they increased 10% percent in 1951. 
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British Colonial Development 
Corporation Reports Loss 


The Colonial Development Corpora- 
tion, established in 1948 by an Act of 
Parliament with borrowing power of 
£110,000,000 to undertake specific de- 
velopment projects in British colonial 
territories, has reported a net loss of 
£2,905,290 during 1951 and cumulative 
losses of £4,594,599. 


In its annual report to Parliament, 
the corporation estimated that profit- 
able operations would require earnings 
of 6% percent after repayment of co- 
lonial taxes. The report points out that 
this “is asking a great deal from the 
kind of jobs the Corporation has to 
take on” and that “the result must be 
to deflect the Corporation from its pri- 
mary purpose of opening up new fields 
of development until times and rates 
change” unless the Government accord 
the Corporation some measure of relief 


on these “fundamental financial difficul- 
ties.” 


The corporation has authority to in- 
itiate projects on its own or in part- 
nership with private enterprise or co- 
lonial governments, on condition that 
all projects be undertaken along com- 


mercial principles. Alluding to its obli- 
gations to operate commercially, the 
corporation in its report stated that 
“its financial circumstances and condi- 
tions are at variance with commercial 
practice and purpose” but implied that 
among the casual factors is the fact 
that the corporation’s financial re- 
sources are derived exclusively from 


Government long-term redeemable 
loans. 


Projects in Operation 


At the close of 1951, 53 separate proj- 
ects were in operation by the corpora- 
tion. Their distribution by activity are 
as follows: Agriculture, 16; animal 
products, 3; factories, 6; fisheries, 4; 
forestry, 4; hotels, 2; minerals, 5; works, 
3; others, 8; and services, 2. The re- 
gional distribution included 17 under- 
takings in the Caribbean, 6 in the Far 
East, 10 in East Africa, 7 in Central 
Africa, and 7 in West Africa. 


The total capital authorized for these 
projects was £37,587,294, of which al- 
most half, or £17,740,061 was for devel- 


._ opment schemes for the British Colo- 


nies in Africa. Of the amount sanc- 
tioned for the African colonies, over 
half, or £9,378,000 was for the Rho- 
desias and Nyasaland (Central Africa), 
£4,242,000 for East Africa (Kenya, Tan- 
ganyika, Uganda, and Seychelles), and 
£4,120,000 was for West Africa (Gam- 
bia, Nigeria, Gold Coast, Sierra Leone). 
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Opportunity To Invest 
In Australian Minerals 


Discussion with American firms or 
individuals possibly interested in invest- 
ing in the production of tantalum and 
beryllium and possibly uranium in 
Australia is the principal objective of 
the visit to U. S. in August and Septem- 
ber of Morley Cutlack, Australian 
geographer and managing director of 
the Silver Spur Mines Pty., Ltd., 
Queensland. Mr. Cutlack hopes _ to 
achieve the following specific purposes 
during his visit: 

Interest U. S. investars in the pro- 
@uction of tantalum and beryllium oxides 
in Australia, using local ores and a new 
extraction process known to him, which, 
he claims, permits production of tan- 
talum (TA,O;) of 37 percent from low- 
grade ores. Chemists and metallurgists 
are said to be available locally, but 
technical assistance, principally man- 
agerial talent, and certain types of 
equipment would be needed from U. S., 
Mr. Cutlack proposes either to form an 
American branch or a new company 
with American partners or, alterna- 
tively, to sell the extraction process, 
(which is not yet patented in U. S.) 
to the investors and let them form the 
operating company. 

Discuss the possibilities of financing 
the production of tantalite, beryll, and 
uranium from deposits known to him 
with the help of U. S. investors. 


Mr. Cutlack will welcome expressions 
of interest before his arrival, to permit 
him to utilize his time to the fullest 
extent. He will carry with him exten- 
sive material on the tantalum-extrac- 
tion process, as well as_ geological 
surveys of the deposits. He may be 
reached through the Australian Con- 
sulate General, 206 Sansome, San 
Francisco, Calif., or 636 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 


lreland Provides Trade 
Promotion Service 


American business visitors to Ireland 
are- invited to make use of _ the 
commercial services offered by the 
Government of Ireland through Coras 
Trachtala Teo. (C. T. T.), a nonprofit 
organization established to promote and 
develop Irish exports to the dollar 
area. 

In addition to its headquarters at 30 
Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin, Ireland, 
C. T. T. maintains offices at 33 East 
50th Street, New York City and the 
Wrigley Building, Chicago, Ill., where 
American businessmen may obtain in- 
formation regarding Irish products. 

Buyers planning to visit Ireland may 
provide advance notice of their travel, 
approximate date of arrival in Ireland, 
duration of visit, type of goods in which 
interested, and address in Ireland, to 
Coras Trachtala Teo., Dublin, either of 
its offices in the United States or any 
Trish consulate in the United States. 
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Visitors to Brazil Must Buy 
Return Fare at Official Rate 


Visitors to Bfazil may now pay in 
cruzeiros for return passage or passage 
to other destinations only upon evidence 
that the cruzeiros were purchased at 
the official rate of exchange (18.72 to 
the dollar). This new regulation, issued 
on June 19, 1952, applies to sea and air 
travel. , 

In the past it has been possible for 
travelers to Brazil to sell dollars on the 
open market at the current rate (some- 
times as high as 34 and 35 cruzeiros to 
the dollar) and then to pay in cruzeiros 
for passage at a price set by the trans- 
portation companies on the basis of the 
official exchange, at which rate the 
transportation companies later remitted 
funds abroad. It is reported that travel 
agencies in other countries, through 
local correspondents, have also engaged 
in this practice. The new instructions 
are intended to prevent this loss of 
dollar. exchange. 

The new instructions do not affect 
Brazilians who have been abroad less 
than a year, aliens resident in Brazil for 
more than a year, or technicians and 
other specialists in Brazil 





Java's Sugar Workers Strike 


The Java sugar industry, which has 
been beset by many difficulties since the 
war, has received another blow as a 
result of the walk-out of some 30,000 
employees over the long-simmering dis- 
pute for higher wages. The employees 
are members of the Amalgamated 
Sugar Workers Union, which is affili- 
ated with “SOBSI,” the communist- 
dominated labor union association. 

Prior to the war Java’s annual sugar 
production was about 1,500,000 metric 
tons, of which more than 1,000,000 tons 
were exported. Production in 1951 ag- 
gregated 425,000 metric tons, approxi- 
mately the domestic consumption re- 
quirements. 


Austria Opens Trade 
Office in New York 


The Austrian Trade Delegation, which 
is the agency in the United States of 
the Austrian Federal Chamber. of Com- 
merce, will open new offices at 31 East 
69th Street, New York 21, N. Y., on 
August 4, 1952. The purpose of this of- 
fice is to promote trade between the 
United States and Austria, 





Pakistani Products 


Seek U. S. Markets 


The Forest Department, Baluchistan, 
Pakistan, reportedly seeks a United 
States market for some native products, 
as follows: 


Hyoscyamus henbane leaves, 50 tons 
annually. Analysis made by Govern- 
ment Test and Standards Laboratory, 
Karachi. Samples will be supplied on 
request to prospective purchasers. 


Ephredra herb, cleaned and dry mate- 
rial, high testing quality containing 1.2 
to 2 percent alkaloids, 1,000 tons an- 
nually. Analysis made by Deputy Con- 
servator of Forests, Quetta, Baluchis- 
tan, or Government Test and Standards 
Laboratory, Karachi. Samples will be 
supplied on request to prospective pur- 
chasers. 

Juniper berries, good quality, cleaned 
and matured, 500 tons annually. Anal- 
ysis made by Government Test and 
Standards Laboratory, Karachi. Samples 
will be supplied on request to prospec- 
tive purchasers. 


Asafetida gum (gum of Ferula asa- 
fetida), highest quality, free of foreign 
matter, 5 tons annually. Analysis made 
by Government Test and Standards 
Laboratory, Karachi. Samples will be 
supplied on request to prospective pur- 
chasers, 

It is stated that shipment of these 

products can be made immediately upon 
receipt of firm order. 
* Interested persons are requested to 
correspond with the Deputy Conserva- 
tor of Forests, Forest Department, 
Quetta, Baluchistan, West Pakistan. 


Dutch City Invites 
New Industries 


The municipality of Almelo, Nether. 
lands, invites American industrialists 
seeking sites abroad for the location of 
branch plants to consider the new 
“Dollegoor” industrial area of that city. 

According to city officials, Almelo’s 
advantages for establishment of new 
industries include a pool of ‘skilled and 
unskilled labor, moderate wage rates, 
and good communications. The new sites 
are reportedly located along the impor- 
tant Twente-Rijnkanaal and have rail 
and highway connections as_ well. 
Electric power lines and water and gas 
mains are already available. 

A brochure, in Dutch, describing 
Almelo’s potentialities for industrial 
development is obtainable on a loan 
basis from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Firms 
desiring more specific information may 
write to the Mayor, Municipality of 
Almelo, Province of Overijssel, Nether- 
lands. 
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Ceylon Paper Factory 
Needs Supplies 


American suppliers are invited to 
submit bids until August 29, 1952, for 
supply and delivery to the Ceylon Gov- 
ernment Paper Factory of the follow- 
ing: 

150 tons of crude sulfur suitable for 
the manufacture of paper, containing 
not less than 97 percent elemental 
sulfur, in blocks, rolls or powder, (1 
ton=2,240 pounds.) 


920 tons of kraft paper suitable for 
the manufacture of cement sacks, (1 
ton= 2,240 pounds.) 

It is stated that the Government of 
Ceylon will endeavor to obtain the 
necessary import authorization if the 
sulfur is of U. S. origin. Also, bidders 
may indicate whether they would be 
prepared to enter into forward con- 
tracts to supply future requirements of 
crude sulfur at the rate of 200 tons 
annually for 5 years beginning from 
1952. 

Further information concerning re- 
quirements is obtainable on a loan basis 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue N.W., Washington, D. C. 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Industries, Industrial Research and 
Fisheries, Colombo, Ceylon. 


Paper Technician Sought 


The Ceylon Government also invites 
applications from qualified persons ex- 
perienced in the manufacture of high- 
grade printing and writing papers from 
straw and grass to act as works man- 
ager for a paper factory in Ceylon. 

Interested persons may send full 
particulars to R. Grierson, Lugdhu, 
Crawford, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 


New Zealand To Buy 


Power Equipment 


Bids are invited by the State Hydro- 
electric Department, Wellington, New 
Zealand, for supply and delivery of the 
following new equipment: 

Seventeen 110-kv. 3-pole airbreak 
Switches for Roxburgh Power Station. 
Section 15, Roxburgh. Contract No. 211. 
Bidding period closes November 4, 1952. 

350-mva, 11,000-volt switchgear of 
the duplicate busbar indoor metal-clad 
draw-out type, for New Plymouth 
110-kv, Substation. Section 312, Palmer- 
ston North. Contract No. 212. Bidding 
period closes November 4, 1952. ° 

Specifications are obtainable on a loan 
basis from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
the New Zealand Government Trade 
Commissioner, 1346 Connecticut Avenue 
N.W., Washington, D.C, 





August 4, 1952 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Istanbul Plans Improved Traffic 
Control and Transport Equipment © 


The need for modern traffic control in 
the city of Istanbul, Turkey, appears to 
offer opportunities for sale of American 
equipment as well as for investment of 


private capital for the operation of re- 
lated facilities. 


Specific improvements planned are 
reported as installation of automatic 
traffic signals; constructi@n of cage-type 
parking garages, to be built by private 
enterprise under a city franchise run- 
ning for a specified period; and installa- 
tion of parking meters for municipal 
parking lots and curb parking. The first 
two were reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly of June 9 and July 21, 1952, 
as possible opportunities for American 
business. Additional opportunities exist 
in the projected procurement of pave- 
ment-marking devices, particularly those 
suitable for use on a cobblestone sur- 
face and supplies and equipment for 
manufacturing traffic signs. 


U. S. Equipment May Find Market 


Although the engineering, enforce- 
ment, and educational features of 
traffic control are still entirely in an 
experimental stage, experimental ap- 
plications of automatic traffic signals 
and other devices point to increased 
municipal interest. It is anticipated that 
traffic projects will be implemented by 
the full-time traffic engineer recently 
appointed. 

In these circumstances informed 
sources believe that aggressive sales- 





Loofas Available from Egypt 


Tne U. S. Department of Commerce 
is informed that, by a recent decision of 
he Import Export Committee in Egypt, 
native loofa (vegetable) sponges may be 
exported from Egypt without export li- 
cense, to be effected in the currency of 
the importing country. 


American importers desiring informa- 
tion concerning suppliers of the sponges 
may communicate with the Bureau of 
the Egyptian Commercial Counsellor, 
2310 Decatur Place N.W., Washington 8, 
D. C. That office will also arrange to 
obtain samples for interested parties. 





Greenland Promotes Sales to U. S. 


Promotion of Greenland exports to 
the United States is reported to be one 
of the reasons for the visit to this coun- 
try of Niels Otto Christensen, Deputy 
Governor of Greenland. 


Mr, Christensen is expected to arrive 
during August for a 2-month visit and 
may be contacted through the Danish 
Embassy, 2374 Massachusetts Avenue 
N.W., Washington, D. C, 


manship might well win for American 
suppliers an important position in fur- 
nishing equipment and materials for 
traffic control. It is pointed out, how- 
ever, that because thus far appropria- 
tions in the annual city budgets for 
traffic control have been relatively 
small considerable time might elapse 
before sizable orders are placed, and 
also the Turkish shortage of dollar ex- 
change might pose difficulties. 


U. S. Financing Sought For Transport 


Closely allied with improvement of 
the traffic-control system in Istanbul, 
is the municipality’s consideration of 
new mass-transportation facilities in 
congested areas to replace the present 
antiquated tramway system. The inter- 
est of city authorities in having such a 
project financed by an_ experienced 
American organization was reported in 
the February 25, 1952, issue of the 
Foreign Commerce Weekly. 


Firms interested in the traffic-control 
possibilties may address inquiries to 
Bay Fikret Evliyagil, Seyrasefer Yaksek 
Muhendis (traffic engineer), Emniyet 
Vinci Sube, Yolcu Salonu, Galata, Istan- 
bul, Turkey. Correspondence concerning 
the transportation facilities should be 
directed to Belediye Baskanligi, Fen 
Musavirligi, Istanbul Belediyesi, Istan- 
bul, Turkey. It is pointed out that such 
correspondence, as well as descriptive 
material, would have _ considerably 
greater value to these officials if ac- 
companied by Turkish translations or 
summaries or by French translations if 
Turkish translations are not feasible. 





Swiss Firm Interested 


In Small “Savings Banks” 


A Swiss bank, Banque Populaire de la 
Gruyere, wishes to receive from U. S. 
suppliers literature and quotations 
covering small “savings banks,” which 
the bank plans to utilize as a means of 
advertising its services and to encourage 
saving among children. 


Correspondence may be addressed to 
M. Berset, Director, Banque Populaire 
de la Gruyere, Bulle, Switzerland. 





New Zealand Raises Air Fares 


Tasman Empire Airways Ltd. (TEAL) | 
announced that as of May 12, 1952, 
trans-Tasman air fares would be 20 
percent higher, and air cargo rates 
would be increased by 10 percent. Ex- 
cess baggage rates, which by interna- 
tional agreement were computed on 1 
percent of the passenger fare, also be- 
came 20 percent higher. The increase in 
rates, according to TEAL, was neces- 
sitated by rising costs, especially in fuel. 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 


In the United States 


Bicycle Parts: 


Italy—Enrico Mazzuchelli di Mario 
Mazzuchelli (maryfacturer of auto- 
mobile, motorcycle, and bicycle acces- 
sories, and electrical equipment), Via 
Tito Vignoli 49, Milan, offers processes 
for the manufacture under license in 
the United States of stamped bicycle 
chain guards, suitable for high-tempera- 
ture enamel. 


Combustion Agent: 


Italy—Antonio Vian (manufacturer 
of a combustion agent), Via Cadorna 12, 
Como, offers for production under li- 
cense in the United States a combustion 
agent, known as “Vampa,” claimed to be 
a substitute for paper or wood in start- 
ing fires, one kilogram of which develops 
9,500 calories and is said to be equiv- 
alent to over 20 pounds of wood. Firm 
states product is extremely handy, 
burns easily, and is odorless. 

Machinery and Parts: 

Belgium—Leon Holoye (owner of pat- 
ented flexible coupling), 3 rue Lamarck, 
Liege, offers for production under li- 
cense in the United States a patented 
flexible coupling, sold under the trade 
name Flex-Hol. Owner states the Flex- 
Hol coupling is designed for engine 
shafts to avoid any kind of thrust and 
yet permits (1) a slight eccentricity of 
the shafts; (2) a slight faulty dressing 
line; (3) a slight axial displacement of 
the shafts; and (4) a maximum relative 
angular displacement of both coupling 
sleeves. In addition, owner claims, it is 
noiseless, easy to assemble and to adjust, 
permits easy and economical mainte- 
nance, and is so constructed that one of 
the engines of the set can be shifted 
laterally without the necessity of shift- 
ing the other. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 
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Norway—Nils N. Straatveit (inven- 
tor), 53 Kirkeveien, type of positive dis- 
placement blower for scavenging and 
supercharging oil engines and suitable 
in industry for the delivery of air and 
gas at low pressure. Firm claims pat- 
tened blower makes little noise, the 
suction is constant, the leakage small, 
which premits blower to be used for 
higher pressures if desired, the adia- 
batic efficiency better, and there is 
practically no wear. 





In Foreign Countries 


Automotive and Bicycle Accessories: 

Italy—Enrico Mazzuchelli di Mario 
Mazzuchelli (manufacturer of auto- 
mobile, motocycle, and bicycle acces- 
sories, and electrical equipment), Via 
Tito Vignoli 49, Milan, wishes to manu- 
facture in Italy under U. S. license ac- 


cessories and parts for automobiles, 
motorcycles, and bicycles. 


Chemicals: 


Italy—F.A.T.A.—Fabbrica Ausiliaria 
Tessili Affini (manufacturer of chemical 
products), 11 Via Sibari, Milan, wishes 
to manufacture in Italy under U. S. 
license chemicals suitable for the textile 
industry, particularly cotton and rayon 
processing, and the leather tanning in- 
dustries; as well as chemicals for print- 
ing inks. Firm is interested in obtain- 
ing patents, processes, techniques, and 
necessary machinery and equipment. 


Electrical Equipment: 


Italy—Enrico Mazzuchelli di Mario 
Mazzuchelli (manufacturer of auto- 
mobile, motorcycle accessories, and 
electrical equipment), Via Tito Vignoli 
49, Milan, wishes to manufacture in 
Italy under U. S. license, on a mass- 
production basis, lighting fixtures. 


Lumber Products: 


France—Societe Provinciale de Tra- 
vaux & Constructions (manufacturer of 
lumber and timber products), 12 Rue 
Carnot, Trouville (Calvados), wishes to 
manufacture in France under U. S. li- 
cense products for which its facilities 
are suitable. Firm’s equipment includes 
1 crosscut saw, 6 circular saws, 3 plan- 
ing saws, 2 planing machines, 5 mortars, 
4 grinders, 1 notching machine, 12 band 
saws, 2 log saws, 1 spring saw, 3 spindle 
molding machines, 6 sanding machines, 
2 bolting machines, 40 motors with a 
complete outfit of spare parts, and 
transportation equipment (2 trucks, 1 
station wagon, and 1 shuttle or “liaison” 
car). 


Machinery: 


Italy—Soc. p. Az. Ing. Moncalvi & C. 
(manufacturer of turbine pumps and 
dredges), 16 Viale Canton Ticino, Pavia, 
wishes to construct and distribute in 
Italy under U. S. license turbines suit- 
able for high, medium, and low water 
falls, regulators, and high capacity 
pumps. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary informgtion, in 
the form of literature, “catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. 8. Department 
s nae sp ous Washington 25, 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

England—Compagnie Generale d’Im- 
portation S. A. (sales agent), 52 Gres- 
ham Street, London, E. C. 2, offers to 
export direct 100 percent pure Scotch 
whisky, distilled, blended, and bottled 
in Scotland. 


Ball and Roller Bearings: 


Italy—Officine G. Biglia & C. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1-4 sc. sin. Via 


Ippolito d’Aste, Genoa, offers to export 
direct 50,000 monthly of first-class ball 
and roller bearings and parts. Inspec- 
tion available at factory at buyer’s 
expense. 


Electrical Equipment: 

Australia—H. P. M. Industries Pty. 
Ltd. (manufacturer), 4 Hill Street, 
Darlinghurst, Sydney, offers to export 
direct or through agent switches and 
plugs, specifications according to the 
Standards Association of Australia. 
Price information and illustrated leaf- 
let available*. 


Essential Oils: 
Spain—E. Van Dulken y Compania 


, (manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 9 


Alameda de Colon, Malaga, offers to 
export direct Spanish essential oils, such 
as spike lavender, sage, fennel, and 
marjoram. Complete list, including 
quantities and price quotations, avail- 
able*. 

Fibers: 

Morocco (Spanish)—Juan R. Recke 
(commission merchant), Calle Consul 
Morphi 13 (Pasaje Comercial 12), 
Tetuan, offers to export direct 1,000 
tons yearly of superior I and superior II 
palmetto fiber (crin vegetal), packed 
in 70- to 75-kilogram bales. 


Horticultural Accessories? 


Germany—Federnfabrik Albert Krenn 
(manufacturer of technicial springs and 
former manufacturer of horticultural 
accessories), 42 Auf dem Kreuz, Augs- 
burg,, offers to sell outright to U. S. 
firm patent for horticultural accessories, 
covering (1) “Baumbinder,” used to 
fasten tall, young fruit and ornamental 
trees, made of a specially finished, 
material covered, metal wire spring, 
and produced in 5 sizes, the smallest of 
which is suitable for full grown cur- 
rant and gooseberry plants; (2) ‘“Toma- 
tenhalter,” employed for tying tomato 
plants and also suitable for young 
currant and gooseberry plants; (3) 
clamps to fasten cucumbers and other 
similar glasshouse vegetables, and vine- 
growing plants; (4) “Chrysanthemen- 
halter,” designed ‘to replace the usual 
wire rings. 

Machinery and Parts: 

Germany—Wilhelm Proepper, Stahl- 
und Metallwarenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), 45 Kaiser-Strasse, Langen- 
feld-Richrath, offers to export direct or 


through agent live centers. Descriptive 
literature available*, 


Machine Tools: 


Netherlands—E. Gibbs (manufactur- 
er, export merchant), 20-21 Prins Hen- 
drikkade, Amsterdam, offers to export 
direct or through agent “Schlesinger” 
type machine tools. Descriptive and il- 
lustrated literature available*, 


Metal Products: 


France—Quibel Freres & Cie. (manus 
facturer, wholesaler, and _ exporter), 
Rue des Loges, Coutras, Gironde, offers 
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to export direct or through agent good 
quality metallic bottle caps (lead, tin, 
etc.). Quality inspection available in 
Bordeaux, France, at buyer’s expense. 
Correspondence in French preferred. 

Motion Picture Equipment: 

Turkey — Sait Tasangil (instructor 
and inventor), P. O. Box 42, Malatya, 
offers to sell license for his invention— 
an automatic moving picture projec- 
tion machine, capable of projecting both 
35 and 16 millimeter films. Photographs 
available*, 


World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 

Motors: 

Sweden — Beirup Motor & Maskin 
(export agent), Post Box 430, Malmo, 
offers to export direct prime quality 


outboard motors of 2.5 h.p. (light metal 
alloy) and 8 to 12 h.p, (stainless steel). 


Musical Instruments: 


Italy — Gloria Accordion Mfg. Co. 
(manufacturer), Via Depretis 90, Stra- 
della, offers to export direct or through 
agent piano accordions, 


Optical Goods: 


Germany—Press-Chemie G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer), Maineck, Post Main- 
roth/Oberfranken, Bavaria, offers to 
export direct plastic binoculars with 
cases. Illustrated leaflet available*, 


Prefabricated Buildings: 


Australia—A. J. Anderson & Co. Pty. 
Ltd. (importer of prefabricated steel 
buildings), 58-64 Cardigan Street, Carl- 
ton, N.3, Melbourne, Victoria, seeks 
U. S. market for prefabricated steel 
buildings, particularly suitable for fac- 
tories, theaters, and stores, as well as 
assembly plants and aircraft hangars. 
Firm states single span “rigid frame” 
(or “portal frame’) steel building 
frameworks are available in 50- to 102- 
foot sizes in pitched roof (gable) types; 
spans from 93 to approximately 300 feet 
can be provided by using arch construc- 
tion; and wall heights can be varied 
within certain limits, up to 30 feet with 
some designs, 


Recording Unit: 


Germany—Monske & Co., G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer and exporter), 12 Ham- 
mersteinstrasse, Hannover, offers to 
export direct or through agent high 
quality “Minifon,” a self-contained pock- 
et recording and reproducing unit, 
claimed to be the world’s smallest 
dictating and recording machine. De- 
Scriptive literature available*, 


Ships, Boats, and Yachts: 

Treland—The Shamrock Cruising Co., 
Ltd. (builder of private and commercial 
Ships, boats, and yachts; importer of 
engines, accessories, fittings, timber), 
Crosshaven, County Cork, offers for 
Sale direct or through agent private 
and commercial ships, boats and yachts, 
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Synthetic Jewels: 


Italy—Ambrogio Ripamonti (manu- 
facturer), Ornavasso (Novara Prov- 
ince), offers to export direct high-grade 
and precision quality synthetic rubies 
for watches and industrial apparatus, 
such as measuring instruments. Cor- 


respondence in French or Italian pre- 
ferred. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Electrical Equipment and Appliances: 

Egypt—Comptoir National de Radios 
et Accessories d’Automobiles (Joseph S. 
Costi), (importer, wholesaler, sales 
agent), (P. O. Box 784), 16 Rue Borsa 
(Tewfikieh), Cairo, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for electrical 
appliances, including household and 
commercial refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, vacuum cleaners, fans and air- 
conditioning units. ; 


Foodstuffs: 


Belgium—Etablissements H. Devos & 
Co. (importer, exporter, wholesaler), 12 
Longue Rue de la Lunette, Antwerp, 
wishes to purchase direct egg products, 


such as dried eggs, albumen crystals, 
and dried egg yolks. 


Egypt—United Africa Commercial 
Co., S. A. E. (importing distributor and 
commission merchant), 3 Haret Zogheb, 
Cairo, wishes to purchase direct and 


obtain agency for canned fruits and 
corned beef. 


Plumbing Supplies: 


Egypt—United Africa Commercial 
Co., S. A. E. (importing distributor and 
commission merchant), 3 Haret Zogheb, 
Cairo, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for sanitary ware, in- 
cluding washbasins, water closets, taps, 


fittings for bathrooms, and _ kitchen 
sinks. 


Textiles: 


Morocco—S. A. Transexim (importing 
distributor and manufacturer’s agent), 
8 Rue Cujas, Tangier, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agency for 
nylon textiles (silk, tricot, and lace 


remnants) and rayon gabardine rem- 
nants. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Aircraft: 


Union of South Africa — Trafalgar 
Motors Pty. Ltd. (agent for motor cars, 
retailer of garage parts and machinery), 
P. O. Box 3849, Capetown, seeks fran- 
chise for commercial airplanes. P 

Automotive Equipment: 

Union of South Africa — Trafalgar 
Motors Pty. Ltd. (agent for motor cars, 
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retailer of garage parts and machinery), 
P. O. Box 3849, Capetown, wishes to 
obtain agency for automobiles, vans, 
trucks, and motor and motorless cycles. 
Firm states it is in a position to offer 
sales facilitiés and services. 


Clothing and Accessories: 


Union of South Africa—Drummond, 
Moss and Company (indent agency), 
78A Darling Street (P. O. 4102), Cape- 
town, wishes to obtain agency for low- 
priced brassieres and panties, and all 
grades of nylon hose. Firm states it al- 
ready represents U. S. manufacturer of 
nylon underwear, 


Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 


Germany—Hugo Stehn (sales agent), 
40 Jungfernstieg, Hamburg, wishes to 


. obtain agency for all kinds of grain 


and feedstuff legumes. 
Machinery: 


Union of South Africa — Trafalgar 
Motors Pty. Ltd. (agent for motor cars, 
retailer of garage parts and machinery), 
P. O. Box 3849, Capetown, wishes to 
obtain agency for automotive and farm 
machinery and implements, including 
water pumps. 


Services: 


Panama—Canal Agencies, S. A. (dis- 
tributor of motion pictures, manufac- 
turer’s agent, and commission mer- 
chant), Box 64, Panama, is in a position 
to undertake for a selected number of 
noncompeting U. S. manufacturers and 
exporters the service of reporting on 
business possibilities, recommendation 
of suitable agents, and inspection of 
existing agencies, with a view to stimu- 
lating interest and developing business. 
Firm’s president plans to visit the 
United States in September for the 
purpose of completing suitable arrange- 
ments with those concerns who desire 
to avail themselves of this opportunity. 


Textiles: 


British West Indies — Central Sales 
Co. (manufacturers’ representative and 
general commission agent), Melville 
Street, St. George’s, Grenada, wishes to 
obtain agency for first, second, and end 
qualities of cotton, rayon, and nylon 
piece goods, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Egypt—George Mavrokefalos (asses- 
sor auctioneer, retailer), 27 Hoda Cha- 
arawi Street, Cairo, and also represent- 
ing Dimitrino & Co. (importer, manu- 
facturer, wholesaler), 89 Sultan Hussein 
Street, Cairo, is interested in the pur- 
chase of cigarettes, smokers’. supplies, 
and upholstery. Scheduled to arrive in 
August via New York City, for a visit 
of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o Sophie 
Mavrokefalos, 107 East 57th Street, 


Continued on Page 27 
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U. K.'s Radio-TV Output Reduced by 
High Tax and Material Shortages 


British output of radio and TV sets, which reached a new high in 
1951, has been reduced in 1952 by shortages of raw materials and the 


high purchase tax of 66°4 percent. 


The Government announced in Janu- 
ary 1952, that supplies of metal goods 
for radio and TV sets for the home mar- 
ket would be limited to about two- 
thirds of last year’s level. At the same 
time, a new order restricted installment 
buying (one-third down with 18 months 
to pay). In April 1952, a slow-down in 
sales: was noticed. This could have been 
a mere seasonal drop, but it was 
thought that the rise in cost of living 
might well hav® been a contributing 
factor. 

Production in 1951, in number 
of units, was: Radio sets, 2,087,000; TV 
sets, 711,000; vacuum tubes, 39,661,876. 

Television-tube production in 1951 
numbered 748,604; industrial tubes 28,- 
952. Production figures are not avail- 
able for the transmitter and heavy 
equipment side of the industry, but 
increased output is indicated by the 
gradual increase in export—from about 
£1,000,000 worth in 1946 to nearly 
£6,000,000 worth in 1951. 

Component production reached its 
peak during 1951, but the Radio and 
Electronic Component Manufacturer’s 
Federation (RECMF) is not optimistic 
about maintaining this high level dur- 
ing 1952 in-wiew of increasing defense 
orders. 

The number of employees in the ra- 
dio industry at the end of May 1952 
was estimated at 135,000, of whom 
slightly over 50 percent were females. 

There has been no change in the 
charges for licenses since last year; 
ie. £1 per year for radio and £2 per 
year for TV. 

Services Expanded 

Television transmitters in the U. K. 
operate on 405 lines in the band 
41-68 mc/s. It is expected that the 
fifth TV transmitter at Wenvoe, near 
Cardiff, will open on medium power 
August 15, 1952. This station will later 
be high power, and with five high- 
power transmitters then operating, it 
is estimated that 78.5 percent of the 
United Kingdom population will be 
served. 

The rental business is still good, be- 
cause only by this method can the pub- 
lic have the use of radio or television 
without a heavy initial outlay. Radio 
Rentals, Ltd., at the end of their fiscal 
year, August 31, 1951, had over a quar- 
ter of a million radio and TV subscrib- 
ers. 

Receiving license statistics on April 
1, 1952, were 1,480,144 for TV sets; 
and 11,263,327 for radio receivers. An 
estimated additional 100,000 to 200,000 
TV sets are unlicensed, 
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Exports Increased 

The total value of 1951 exports of 
radio and electronic products amounted 
to over £22,000,000, an increase of near- 
ly one-fourth as compared with 1950. 
The radio industry has been making 
every effort to take advantage of the 
export potential represented by actual 
or planned television service now being 


established in various countries of the , 


world. The first year that export of TV 
receivers has totaled any appreciable 
volume was in 1951, and the British 
wish to build up their export market. 


A cut in retail prices on their radio 
and TV receivers by the Electric and 
Musical Industries has recently gone 
into effect. For radio sets, price re- 
ductions ran as high as 6 guineas (ap- 
proximately $17.50), for combination ra- 
dio and record players as high as 9 
guineas (about $26.50), and for TV re- 
ceivers up to 65 guineas (about $190). 


The Daily Telegraph reported a 
closed circuit demonstration of big 
screen (21 ft. x 16 ft.) TV at a motion 
picture theater in London. According 
to the report, as the pictures were 
brought into direct comparison with 
film projected in the normal way, they 
revealed that big screen television still 
lacked quality in definition and bright- 
ness. People sitting on the sides of the 
theater noticed that the screen was di- 
rectional. From the end seat of the 
tenth row of the orchestra, the pictures 
were fuzzy and dull. The definition was 
said to be better than that of the BBC 
being 625 lines (as they are in most 
European countries) rather than 405 
lines. 


New Rhine Shipping Line 
To Amsterdam Opened 


In cooperation with N. V. Vola 
Transport Co. of Rotterdam, Scheuer 
Bros., of Amsterdam have opened a reg- 
ular service between Amsterdam and 
Basel, Switzerland. The service, which 
will be operated by motor vessels, will 
comprise several sailings each week to 
all shipping ports on the Rhine. 

It is expected that there will be a 
large demand for tonnage from Switzer- 
land to Holland in the near future. Be- 
cause of the good relations maintained 
by this old Amsterdam concern, it is 
believed that there will also be a pos- 
sibility of attracting traffic from the 
Scandinavian countries which formerly 
went via Bremen and Hamburg to be 
shipped via the Port of Amsterdam to 
Central Europe, 


Haiti Building Highways; 
Auto Imports Increasing 

The lack of adequate transportation 
in Haiti is one of the greatest draw- 
backs to the country’s economic devel- 
opment. At the end of 1950, the Presi- 
dent acknowledged the need for an 
adequate highway network and _indi- 
cated the Government would undertake 
a major road construction program. In 
July 1951, the Government announced 
a 5-year project to construct 500 kilom- 
eters of paved highway connecting Port- 
au-Prince with Cap Haitien and Les 
Cayes, at a cost of about 40,000,000 
gourdes. Construction was scheduled at 
a rate of approximately 100 kilometers 
a year but at the end of the year only 
36 kilometers had been completed. 

It was estimated that by the end 
of 1951 Haiti had about 120 kilometers 
of paved highways supplemented by 
1,180 kilometers of other roads passable 
only in the dry season. 

Despite the slow progress in build- 
ing good roads, automotive registration 
increased in the calendar year 1951 by 
about 60 percent. - 

A total of 1,199 vehicles were im- 
ported and registered during the year, 
of which 731 were new passenger cars 
and 468 were trucks, as against a total 
of 754 vehicles, 483 of them passenger 
cars and 271 trucks imported in 1950, 





Iraq Allocates Railway Funds 
Law No. 57 of 1952, effective June 16, 
allocated 1,394,600 dinars (approximate- 
ly $39,000,000, at rate of 1 dinar=$2.80) 
for expenditure by the Iraqui State 
Railway Administration during the 


’ 1952-53 fiscal year on capital works. Of 


this total, 590,100 dinars ($1,625,280) 
are earmarked for the continuation of 
projects already under way and 804,500 


_ dinars ($2,252,600) for new works. The 


amount for new works includes 625,000 
dinars ($1,750,000) for the purchase of 
250 special-type cars to be used for 
the transport of cement; 88,000 dinars 
($246,400), estimated as the cost of 
constructing a branch line to the site 
of the refinery at Daura; and 91,500 
dinars ($256,200) for station buildings, 
land expropriation, and other works. 





Mexico To Open Road Soon 

Inauguration of the Trans-Isthmian 
Highway between Puerto Mexico (Coat- 
zacoalcos) and Salina Cruz, a road 299 
kilometers long and built at a cost of 
99,000,000 pesos, is promised definitely 
for August. This highway is important 
for tourists as well as for trade since 
it connects with the road from Vera- 
cruz to Acayucan and with ‘the Pan- 
American Highway. This will permit 
rapid transportation from both east 
and west coasts to Mexico City and 
the north and south of Mexico, and will 
give the region greater access to im- 
portant marketing centers, 
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India Adopts Five-Year Plan 
For National Highways 


The Indian Transport Minister re- 
cently stated that the Government had 
formulated a five-year plan for national 
highways. The plan envisages construc- 
tion of 13,400 miles of new roads, of 
which 1,600 miles would provide the 
missing links between existing roads. 
The sum of 250 million rupees has been 
allocated for this purpose. (1 rupee= 
US $0.21.) The plan for national high- 
ways is part of the over-all five-year 
Plan. 

The question of nationalization of 
road transport was also discussed by 
Parliament. The Minister stated, how- 
ever, that it was not possible for the 
Central Government to declare all roads 


national highways. That would mean 


that the Central Government would 
accept complete responsibility for the 
country’s roads and the State Govern- 
ments would then have nothing to do 
with road construction or maintenance. 
The Minister indicated that this ar- 
rangement would be most undesirable, 
but stated, “The Central Government 
will, however, undertake construction of 


roads which connect the country’s bor- 
der areas with the hinterland.” 


When questioned regarding road- 
transport nationalization the Minister 
stated that the Government could not 
go back on its plans for nationalizing 
road transport in the States. He did 
agree, however, that private operators 
should not be put to great hardship. 
He gave assurance that the position 
of private operators would be dis- 
cussed at the next meeting of the Cen- 
tral Transport Advisory Council. It was 
his opinion that wherever possible pri- 
vate operators should be given facilities 
to operate on routes not covered by 
State-owned roadways. The Minister in- 
dicated that it was the policy of the 
Government to nationalize fully pas- 
genger bus service first and later take 
up nationalization of goods transport. 


Revitalization of Airlinte 
Proposed in Ireland 


On June 4, 1952, the chairman and 
the general manager of the Irish civil 
aviation companies arrived in the Unit- 
ed States to explore the possibility of 
revitalizing Airlinte, the Irish trans- 
Atlantic service company. Information 
was desired concerning the availability 
of suitable aircraft, their cost and de- 
livery date, and other factors involved 
in inaugurating trans-Atlantic flying. 
The possibility of chartering aircraft 
was also considered, 


August 4, 1952 





British Government Hits 
Exclusive TV Rights 


The British motion-picture industry 
has been asked to prepare a detailed 
scheme for the use of television trans- 
missions for public showing. The three 
branches of the industry—exhibitors, 
renters, and producers—are to meet 
soon to formulate this scheme. The 
Government, according to a recent press 
article, holds that no single branch of 
entertainment should receive an ex- 
clusive license to use television to pay- 
ing audiences; that entertainment so 
televised should not be introduced into 
the home (except by arrangement with 
the . British Broadcasting Corporation 
and other possible television services) ; 
and that arrangements for the televis- 
ing of public spectacles that would de- 
prive viewers either in the home or 
in the motion-picture house of the 
chance to see them—i.e. exclusive tele- 
vision rights—should not be allowed. 


Egyptian Airline Extends 
Service to Paris 


As of June 1, 1952, the Egyptian 
airline, “MISRAIR” extended its Cairo- 
Naples service to include regular 
service weekly to Paris. Service be- 
tween Cairo and Paris has been con- 
templated for more than 2 years, but 
the largest and fastest type of planes 
used by MISRAIR consisted of Vickers- 
Vikings which could not compete with 
foreign trunk carriers which use Con- 
stellations, DC-6’s and other large four- 
engine planes on this route. Now, how- 
ever, MISRAIR will make use of four- 
engine Languedocs 161’s on this newly 
extended service. They are not com- 
parable to the other aircraft serving 
Paris, but it is felt that a reasonable 
share of the lucrative summer traffic 
between Egypt and France will be ob- 
tained. Later in the summer MISRAIR 
expects to extend its Cairo-Damascus- 
Kuwait service to provide weekly 
scheduled service to Karachi, Pakistan, 
using Languedocs. 








Pakistan Improves Rail Lines 

Improvement of rail transport has 
been one of the principal objectives of 
the Pakistan Government. It is reported 
that recent progress has been greater 
than ini most other sectors of the coun- 
try‘s economy. A recent Government 
release gives record earnings in the 
1951-52 fiscal year at 409.3 million 
rupees and working expenses at 401.8 
millions. Record passenger and freight 
traffic in the 1951 calendar year regis- 
tered 127,618,506 passengers and 1,194,- 
869 freight cars loaded. Freight lifted 
in the first months of 1952 totaled 
4,344,114 tons with gross earnings at 
150.1 million rupees, 
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Mexican Railways 
Improving Track 


The National Railways of Mexico 
plans to begin in June or July work on 
replacement of the 75-pound rails be- 
tween Irapuato and Aguascalientes with 
112 pound rails. Every effort is being 
made to accomplish the replacement 
as quickly as possible because numerous 
delays and derailments are continu- 


ously occurring along this stretch of 
the track. 


Installation of 112-pound rails be- 
tween San Luis Potosi and Tampico, 
with the exception of a section between 
Cardenas and Tamasopo, has recently 
been completed, and railway service 
has reportedly improved. Iron railroad 
ties will be placed in the mountainous 
region between Montana and Villar and 
Cardenas and Tamasopo as a safety 
measure. 


Amsterdam Now Chief 
Center for African Trade 


Amsterdam’s Africa fleet at present 
carries the greater part of the total 
cargo from the European Continent to 
Africa, and vice versa. The amount of 
general cargo transported from Europe 
to southern and eastern Africa by 
freighter is reported to be about twice 
as large at present as it was in 1938. 
Shipping to western Africa shows an 
even greater increase, the outgoing Eu- 
ropean cargo being about three times 
that of 1938. At present, Amsterdam is 
the main center of cargo and passenger 
shipping between the European con- 
tinent and southern, western, and east- 
ern Africa. 


The communication between north 
continental ports and southern, and 
eastern Africa is maintained by the 
Holland-Africa Line, one of the serv- 
ices of the Vereenigde Nederlandsche 
Scheepvaart Maatschappij (United 
Netherlands Shipping Co.). Amsterdam 
has become the most important center 
for African trade because of the large 
and fast fleet at its disposal. Passenger 
traffic to southern and eastern Africa 
also shows an increase as a result of 
excellent service, the use of faster 
ships, and an increase in emigration. 





Television Station Planned 
For Nuevo Laredo 


Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, now has four 
radio stations and may have a televi- 
sion station in 1953. The Ministry of 
Communications and Public Works has 
already issued the necessary permit in 
the name of Televicentro and consider- 
able work has already been done for 
the new installations. The same chain 
will inaugurate a television station in 
Monterrey before the Nuevo Laredo 
station—which will be on channel 2— 
is placed in operation. 
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New Belgian 


Quotas for 


Dollar Imports Announced 


A quota system for certain imports payable in dollars was recently 
announced by the Belgian Government, according to a dispatch from 


the U. S. Embassy at Brussels. 


Since September 1951 Belgian authorities have prohibited or re- 
stricted the importation of a variety of commodities from the dollar 


area. However, importers of certain 
products who can show that they have 
imported such goods in the past have 
been alloted quotas for the second half 
of 1952 on the basis of their imports 
during the second half of 1951. The 
system works as follows: 


In each of the months of July and 
August importers will be granted im- 
port licenses for 50 percent of the 
monthly average of their imports of 
such products during the second half 
of 1951. For each of the months, Sep- 
tember through December 1952, they 
will be allowed 25 percent of their 
monthly average imports during the ref- 
erence period. Belgian importers may 
make application for import licenses 
within the limitations imposed by these 
quotas, provided their applications are 
supported by proof of similar imports 
which actually took place during the 
reference period. : 

The following commodities are sub- 
ject to this procedure: 

Hard candy. 

Smoking tobacco. 

Cigarettes. 


Rolls or strips, unsensitized, for moving 
and still cameras. 


Motion-picture films, sensitized, but not 


exposed. 
Films and plates of celluloid and similar 
materials, glass, metal, etc., sensitized 


for photography. 

Photographic paper. 

Chemicals of all kinds for photographic 
use, prepared in doses, or put up for 
retail sale. 

Coal tar dyes; 

Chrome dyes. 

Printing inks and similar inks. 

Prepared oil paints other than white lead. 

Other prepared paints. 

Clear or colored varnishes of all kinds. 

Pencils. 

Boot polishes, encaustics, 
and similar preparations. 

Patent leather, or gilt, silvered or bronzed 


natural indigo. 


creams, pastes, 


leather. 
Case and sheath-makers’ wares (jewel 
boxes, etc.). 


Rayon fabrics of artificial silk. 

Cotton fabrics. 

Fabrics and felts covered with a coating 
having a basis of cellulose derivatives or 
of similar materials. 

Linoleum, lincrusta and similar articles. 

Rubbered fabrics and felts, n.e.s. 

Underwear of artificial silk or artificial 
textile fibres, pure. 

Stockings and socks of pure or mixed 
wool. 

Underwear, stockings, and socks of cotton 
or of other vegetable textile materials, 

Clothing for men, n.e.s. 

Clothing for women, n.e.s. 

Underwear for men, n.e.s. 

Underwear for women, n.e.s. 

Corsets: corset belts, brassieres, and simi- 
lar articles. 

Screens for moving pictures. 

Rubber footwear. 

Building bricks, paving slabs, pives, 
other wares, n.e.s., of asphalt, 
mixed, or of similar materials. 
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and 
pure or 


Blown or pressed glassware, n.e.s. 

Copper solder, alloyed in any proportion 
with other base metals, in rods, bars, 
plates, pellets, or powder. 

Safety razors and detached parts thereof. 

Articles intended for decorative purposes 
or personal use, and all articles known 
as costume jewelry, n.e.s., of base met- 
als, gilt, silvered or plated with precious 
metals, even with accessories or parts 
of other materials. 

Air pumps, compressors, ventilators, blow- 
ing machinery and other similar ma- 
chines. 

Machinery and apparatus for handling, lift- 
ing, loading, unloading, extracting, and 
excavating. 

Machines for the production of cold. 

Machines and apparatus for washing, 
bleaching, dyeing, or cleaning of textiles. 

Typewriters and parts. Ld 

Calculating and accounting machines, cash 
registers, and parts thereof. 

Office machines and apparatus. 

Metal taps, cocks, and valves and all con- 
stituent parts and apparatus for regulat- 
,~4 the passage of fluids through con- 
uits. 


Small electric tools and electric household 
appliances each not exceeding 15 kilo- 
grams in weight. 


Electrothermic apparatus. 
Fluorescent tubes for electric lighting. 


Apparatus for regulating, cutting off, pro- 
tecting and distributing electric current, 
and also all electrotechnical articles, com- 
ponents and detached parts of electric 
machinery and apparatus, n.e.s. 


Lenses for spectacles and other corrective 
glasses, worked and unmounted. 


Motion-picture projectors and parts thereof. 

Record players and similar talking ma- 
chines, and detached parts thereof. 

Phonograph records. 

Certain rubber toys. 

Other toys, n.e.s. 

Parlour games. 

Fountain pens and their detached parts. 


New French Hide and Skin 
Export Quotas for U.S. & U.K. 


French export quotas for raw hides 
and skins for U. S. and U. K. have been 





- announced in notices published in the 


Journal Officiel of June 28, 1952, states 
a report of July 3 from the U. S. Em. 
bassy in Paris. 

The new quotas, in metric tons, salted 
weight, are: United States, ass and 
mule skins, 100; Great Britain, calf 
skins, 350, and horsehides, 100. 





A MEMBER of the Japanese Eco- 
nomic Mission to South America has 
been visiting La Paz at the invitation 
of the Bolivian Government. He is in- 
terested in finding local markets for 
various Japanese manufactures, 


Canada Issues New 
Export Control List 


A new list of commodities requiring 
export permits was issued on July 4, 
1952, by the Canadian Department of 
Trade and Commerce. This list amends 
the list issued on August 22, 1951. 


Among the more important goods de- 
leted from the list as no longer requir- 
ing export permits except on shipment 
to European and Far Eastern countries, 
are the following: Live and dressed ani- 
mals, hides, animal hair, cheese, wall- 
board, hardware, pumps, plumbing fix- 
tures, certain chemicals, coconut, oiti- 
cica, and sperm oil, certain textiles, 
paper and paper board, wood pulp, fumi- 
gants, animal dips, and naval stores. 
Removal of controls on these goods in- 
dicates for most items an improvement 
in supplies. 

Among the more important commodi- 
ties added to the export control list are: 
Diamond powder, scrap, and tools con- 
taining diamonds; cotton pulp, camel- 
back and liquid rubber compounds; air- 
plane and balloon cloth; carbony! iron 
powder; certain chemicals, including 
amine acetates, aminophenol, aniline, 
catalyst phosphoric acid, copper sulfate 
or blue vitriol, cryolite, dimethylaninline, 
ethyl cellulose, hydraulic brake fluids, 
iodine, malaria chill and fever remedies, 
nickel acetate, phosphorous, picric acid, 
plasticizers, sulphuric acid; synthetic 
collecting reagents for concentration of 
ores, metals, or minerals; tin com- 
pounds, titanium oxide and pigments, 
tungstic acid and anhydride; urea; and 
wattle bark extracts. 

Although not added to the list of 
controlled commodities until July 4, 
1952, these goods have been subject 
to area control, which sets up a list of 
countries (as indicated, roughly all of 


Europe and the Far East) to which * 


shipments of all but a few selected 
items require licenses. 
U. S. Items Generally Accepted 

Except for diamond powder, scrap, 
and tools containing diamonds the fore- 
going newly controlled commodities do 
not require export permits for shipment 
to the United States if U. S. is the 
country of ultimate destination. 

U. S. Shipments Through Canada 

A change in regulations covering doc- 
umentation of goods originating in the 
United States and shipped through 
Canada to third countries requires that 
such shipments must be accompanied 
by an additional copy of the VU. S. ex- 
port declaration. 

{Information on other goods under 
export control may be obtained from 
the British Commonwealth Division, Of- 
fice of International Trade, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from the Field Offices of the 
Department.] 
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Brazil Enforces Sanitary Law 


‘On Food of Animal Origin 


Shipments to Brazil of foodstuffs of 
animal origin, including processed milk 
and meat products, must now be accom- 
panied by official sanitary certicates is- 
sued in the country of origin and must 
be labeled in prescribed manner, 


The certificate must specify that the 
product has been produced on an ap- 
proved sanitary farm from healthy ani- 
mals having no contagious disease, that 
it has been properly cooled and han- 
dled and is acceptable for human con- 
sumption, and that the finished product 
has been approved for sale anywhere 
in the country of origin. 


Products Must Be Labeied 


The certificate may be signed or ap- 
proved by an official of a State Agri- 
cultural health department, but it must 
be signed by a competent Federal au- 
thority and legalized by a Brazilian 
consular officer. 

In addition, labels applying to these 
products must include the following in- 
formation: The true name of the prod- 
uct in clear uniform letters; name of 
the distributor or responsible firm; 
name and address of the firm that com- 
pleted the processing operation; type 
of processing establishment; commercial 
brand name of the product; date of man- 
ufacture; net and gross weight; compo- 
sition or analysis of the product; official 
stamp showing the name of the inspect- 
ing authority, and identification number 
of the plant; the word “inspected”; 
name of country of origin; and an indi- 
cation of the method of preparation and 
use, 


Shippers Must Now Comply 


The Brazilian law establishing these 
regulations originally was published on 
July 11, 1953 and provided a grace 
period of 1 year from that date in order 
that a procedure which would facilitate 
compliance by foreign suppliers might 
be worked out. Inasmuch as the 1-year 
grace period expired on July 11, 1952, 
a shipment now in transit to Brazil 
does not comply with these regu- 
lations and therefore cannot be cleared 
through the Brazilain Customs unless 
the importer submits to the Division 
of Inspection for Products of Animal 
Origin a request for an examination of 
the product and presents a written 
guarantee to submit a sanitary certifi- 
cate from the country of origin within 
a “reasonable” length of time. 





Philippines Places Limit on 
Import of Leaf Tobacco 


During the 1951 regular session of 
the Philippine Congress, an important 
tobacco measure known as Republic Act 
698 and entitled “an Act to Limit the 
Importation of Foreign Leaf Tobacco,” 
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was passed and subsequently signed into 
law by the President. 


This law limits the importation of 
foreign leaf tobacco according to the 
following schedule: In 1952, 75 percent 
of the total imports in 1950; in 1953, 
50 percent of 1950; in 1954, 40 percent; 
and in succeeding years, 25 percent. 
The law does not specifically state 
whether the base for the cut is the 
value or volume of 1950 imports, but in 
practice the limitation is being based 
on volume, 


A proviso of the act exempts wrap- 
per leaf tobacco for cigars from the 
restrictions thus imposed. 





French Importers Must Use 
U.S. Schedule B Numbers 


French importers are required to in- 
sert in their applications for licenses 
to import under American Aid to Eu- 
rope, the U. S. Schedule B (Statistical 
Classification of Domestic and Foreign 
Commodities Exported from the U. S.) 
code number, in six figures, according 
to a notice to importers published in 
the Journal Officiel of May 6, 1952, and 
dispatch of May 12 from the U. S. 
Embassy in Paris. 

Inasmuch as French importers do not 
have these numbers readily available, 
U. S. exporters must include with their 
confirmation of each transaction the 


appropriate U. S. Schedule B code num- 
ber. 


The purpose of these requirements is 
to facilitate handling of import license 
applications and execution of financing 
arrangements for the transactions. 


Left-Hand-Drive Cars Banned 
In New Zealand 


Importation into New Zealand of left- 
hand-drive motor vehicles is prohibited 
by an order in councilk.to become effec- 
tive on September 1, 1952. Exceptions 
will be made only by consent of the 
Minister .of Customs subject to such 
conditions as he sees fit to impose. 


Permission to bring a left-hand-drive 
motor vehicle into New Zealand, 
whether on a temporary or permanent 
basis, should be obtained before ship- 
ment. 


ARGENTINA 
New Import Rule Issued 


The Argentine Central Bank issued 
on July 24, 1952, circular No. 1617 re- 
stricting the use of import permits to 
goods already covered by letters of 
credit and merchandise en route to Ar- 
gentina before that date. All other per- 
mits are to be returned to the Central 
Bank for cancellation without penalty. 

The circular is not applicable to per- 
mits without use of exchanze and for 
import on deferred payments, 
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BELGIUM-LUXEMBOURG 
Agreement With Spain Extended 


The trade agreement of June 15, 
1950, between the Belgo-Luxembourg 
Economic Union and Spain, which was 
extended last year by an additional 
protocol, has been extended for an ad- 
ditional period of 3 months. Yearly 
quotas listed in the protocol are in- 
creased from 85,000,000 to 106,000,000 
Belgian francs. 





The contracting parties have also ap- 
proved an extension -of 2 months for the 
financial agreement that expired on 
July 31, 1952. Negotiations to renew 
that trade agreement, scheduled for 
early July, have been postponed until 
September. 


BENELUX 





Reduced Cigar Excise Tax 


The member States of the Benelux 
Customs Union have reduced the excise 
taxes on cigars from 33 to 14 percent 
of the retail price for cigars weighing 
3 kilograms or more per 1,000 pieces. 
For cigars weighing less the tax has 
been reduced to 20 percent. 


A Belgian law of May 24 establishing 
the lower rates was published in the 
Moniteur Belge of May 25, 1952, and 
the corresponding Netherlands law of 
May 8, 1952, was published in Staats- 
blad No. 249 of the same date. 


This measure was taken to relieve 
unemployment in the cigar industry in 
the Benelux countries, It is believed 
that the reduction in excise taxes will 
bring about improyed conditions in the 
industry within a period of 2 years, 


CANADA 


Aircraft Parts Under New Duty 


Aircraft engine parts and other goods 
of a class or kind not made in Canada 
for the manufacture and repair of air- 
craft and aircraft components will re- 
ceive even more liberal customs treat- 
ment next year than in the past under 
the provisions of new items recently 
added to the Canadian tariff. 


Under tariff item No, 440 (iii) all 
parts for the manufacture or repair of 
aircraft engines will be free of duty 
until June 30, 1953. Some parts have 
previously been dutiable at 5 percent. 
Under another new item, No. 1071, a 
drawback of 99 percent will be allowed 
on duty paid on all other materials of 
a class or kind not made in Canada 
imported for use in the manufacture or 
repair of aircraft, aircraft engines, and 
equipment or parts of aircraft, 


Before claiming the 99 percent draw- 
back under item No. 1071, purchasers 
must prove that their imports are of a 
class or kind not made in Canada, 
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COLOMBIA 
Import Funds Restricted 


Free dollars may no longer be used 
to pay for Colombian imports originat- 
ing in Germany, Finland, Denmark, and 
Ecuador, regardless of where such goods 
are purchased, Instead, funds for such 
imports must come from exchange ac- 
cumulated in the respective compensa- 
tion accounts of the countries in which 
the merchandise originated. Also, goods 
originating in Belgium or Luxembourg, 
even though shipped froma third na- 
tion, must be paid for in Belgian francs. 

These regulations were issued by the 
Colombian Office of Exchange Registry 
in a circular dated July 7, 1952. 


CUBA 
Free Entry of Eggs Extended 


Importation of fresh eggs free of 
consular fees and other duties payable 
at the customhouses, except the gross 
sales tax, was extended until January 
15, 1953, by decree No. 2325, published 
in the Official Gazette of July 17. 


ECUADOR 
Manganese Area To Be Explored 


The Government of Ecuador has 
granted a i-year concession for ex- 
ploratory development on a large tract 
of land in the Province of El Oro. The 
aim of the concession is to exploit man- 
ganese deposits in the area. The con- 
cessionaire has the option to sign a 
long-term agreement with the Govern- 
ment to be exercised at the end of the 
year. 


Wheat Import Decision Deferred 


Conflicting interests in Ecuador have 
influenced the Minister of Economy to 
postpone a decision on the amount of 
wheat and wheat flour to be imported 
under Ecuador’s 1952-53 share of the 
I.W.A, (International Wheat Agree- 
ment) quotas. 








Flour importers are understood to 
favor the same relative proportion of 
flour imports as in 1951-52, the equiva- 
lent of 15,000 tons from the total Ecua- 
doran allocation of 35,000 tons, but the 
Government feels it must give consid- 
eration to increasing the proportion of 
wheat imports for the purpose of de- 
veloping the flour milling industry. 

The flour mill, Harinas del Ecuador, 
sponsored by the National Development 
Corporation but privately owned, be- 
gan operations on June 27. The maxi- 
mum capacity is reported to be about 
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150 metric tons of wheat per 24-hour 
day. The management intends to mill 
an average of 4,000 metric tons of 
wheat monthly, or roughly 48,000 tons 
yearly, far above Ecuador’s current 
I.W.A. quota of 35,000 tons of wheat 
equivalent. 


EGYPT 


Import Limitation Imposed 

The Egyptian Government has issued 
a list of luxury and semi-luxury goods 
for which permission must be obtained 
from the’ Exchange Control to import 
from any country with which Egypt 
has no payments agreement (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly of July 21, 
1952). The only countries with which 
Egypt has agreements are: France, 
Western Germany, Switzerland, Yugo- 
slavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bul- 
garia, Poland, &nd Saudi Arabia. 

The sources of imports expected to 
be most affected by the new restrictions 
are the United Kingdom, Australia, and 
Italy. The requirements of Exchange 
Control permission. apply to all credits 
opened after June 14 or to goods ar- 
riving after that date. 


The list of commodities for which 
permission must be obtained includes 
the following: Real pearls; sirups; con- 
fectionery; chocolate; pastry and bis- 
cuits; fruits (except fruits imported in 
brine or sulfurated water); preserved, 
dried, or candied fruits, fruit-peel, 
herbs, and other plants; all tooth pow- 
ders, tooth pastes and washes; soap; 
cleaning powders and liquids; valises, 
hand bags, traveling bags, hat boxes, 
cases for photographic apparatus, for 
sporting guns, for musical instruments 
and similar articles; furs; furniture of 
wood, including detached pieces of 
parts thereof, including all wooden 
cases for clocks or regulators; 


Articles and fabrics of silk; carpets 
and rugs; articles made of pure cot- 
ton; fents of pure cotton not exceeding 
3 meters per piece; woven fabrics of 
linen, hemp, jute, ramie or other vege- 
table textile materials, mixed, the linen, 
hemp, jute, etc, predominating in 
weight; wadding of cotton; hosiery of 
silk; artificial silk; pure wool or of 
wool mixed with animal hair or with 
textile materials other than silk; 
hosiery of cotton or cotton mixtures; 
linen underwear; household ‘linen; foot- 
wear; hats and caps; 


Bottles, phials, and flasks, common, 
not elsewhere included; drinking 
glasses; glassware known as “virtirfica- 
tions,” glass beads and other vitrifica- 
tions of pierced or cut beads; venetian 
coarse glass; glass trinkets; flowers and 
ornaments of beads and porcelain, mo- 
saics on paper; wreaths; imitation pre- 
cious stones, cut or molded, but not 
mounted; all lusters; precious stones; 
coins; radios, receiving sets, grama- 


phones complete or without valves; 
musical instruments; arms and ammu- 
nition; games and toys of all kinds, for 
children; parlor games; masks, confetti, 
streamers, surprise-packets, cotillon fa- 
vors, etc.; Christmas tree ornaments of 
all kinds, 


GERMANY (FED. REP.) 
Gift Parcel Privileges Extended 


Foreigners visiting the Federal Re- 
public of Germany are now entitled 
after a 4 weeks’ stay in the country 
to receive gifts free of duties and taxes, 


These exemptions, however, are 
granted only under the provisions of 
the German gift-parcel regulations. The 
articles must be imported in reasonable 
amounts and for the personal needs 
of the recipient only. 


GREECE 
New Import License’ Schedule 


The Greek Government has issued 
the import licensing schedule for July- 
December 1952, based on preliminary 
current requirements prepared by vari- 
ous Government agencies. The schedule 
provides for imports amounting to $93,- 
079,000, of which $36,150,000 is from 
the dollar area, $54,619,000 from Eu- 
ropean Payments Union countries, and 
$2,310,000 from other countries. The 
bulk of dollar imports consists of food- 
stuffs and animals for breeding. 


A loan copy of the schedule is avail- 
able from the Near Eastern and Af- 
rican Division, OIT, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A copy 
is also available for inspection at the 
New York, Boston, and Chicago Field 
Offices. 


HONG KONG 
Use of Import Certificates 


The Hong Kong Government has an- 
nounced that essential supplies certifi- 
cates, which are utilized for import into 
the Colony of certain items from U. S. 
and some other sources, will henceforth 
not be issued for goods not subject to 
import orders (controlling reexport) 
and readily obtainable from other 
sources without essential supplies cer- 
tificates, 


In particular, essential supplies cer- 
tificates will not be issued in the future 
for the following items: 

Typewriters. sheets and roofing 

Calculating ma- felt. 

Glass blocks. 


chines. 
ees ma- Emery powder. 
chines. Patent medicines. 
Cinema projectors. Spectacle frames. 
= leather 








Sundry photograph- 
ic materials. 
Electric fans except 


cloth. 
Vulcanizing patches, 
exhaust type. 


Liquid fertilizers. 


Refrigerators. Used felt hats. 

Sewing machine Ingredients for man- 
spares. ufacturing soft 

Varnish, drinks. 

Paint. Flavoring materials. 


Corrugated asbestos 
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IRELAND 3 
Woven Labels Subject to Duty 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order extending the tariff nomencla- 
ture for printed garment labels to in- 
clude woven labels except those forming 
part of an imported garment. Thus ef- 
fective June 24, 1952, woven labels be- 
came subject to the same rate of duty 
as printed labels, that is, 33-1/3 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


Tire and Tube Quotas Announced 


The Irish Government has announced 
quotas for imports of automobile, mo- 
torcycle, and bicycle tires and tubes in 
the 6-month period August 1, 1952- 
January 31, 1953. The quantities al- 
lowed importation from all countries 
during this period are as follows: Auto- 
mobile tires, 3,500; motorcycle and bi- 
cycle tires, 19,000; inner tubes for auto- 
mobile tires, 3,000; inner tubes for bi- 
cycle and tricycle tires, 13,000, 


Tariff Restored on Jute Items 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order restoring, effective June 24, 1952, 
duties on jute yarns and goods. These 
duties had been suspended since No- 
vember 1, 1942, 

The following rates of duty are now 
chargeable: Jute yarn, undyed, 22% 
percent ad valorem (preferential rate, 
15 percent ad valorem for products of 
British Commonwealth countries); jute 
piece goods, 50 percent ad valorem; 
jute sacks and bags, empty, 50 percent 
ad valorem or 2 pence per article, 
whichever is the greater; jute bacon 
wrappers and pork crate linings, 50 
percent ad valorem (preferential rate, 
33-1/3 percent ad valorem for products 


of United Kingdom and Canadian man- 
ufacture), 


MEXICO 


Import Tariff Modification 


Correction: An item published in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly of July 7, 
1952, p. 24, regarding a modification of 
the import schedule for deep-well 
pumps should have read: “The specified 
dimensions of the inside diameter of 
deep-well pumps covered in fraction 
8.21.04 were broadened to include 
pumps having inside diameters of from 
63 to 350 millimeters, in lieu of the 
previous classification which included 
only pumps with inside diameters of 
from 15 to 30 centimeters (or 150 to 
300 millimeters).” 

This classification is subject to a 
specific duty of 0.10 peso per gross 
kilograms plus a 30 percent ad valorem 
duty, with no official valuation. 


Saccharine Import Controlled 
The import of saccharine into Mexico 

will be permitted only by authorization 

of the Ministry of Health and Assist- 
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ance, by a Treasury circular dated June 
28, 1952, and published in the Diario 
Oficial of July 11. 


Vanilla and Vanillin Require Permits 


Vanilla and vanillin (tariff fractions 
2.11.11 and 6.06.37) are added to the 
list of products requiring prior import 
permits from the Mexican Ministry of 
Economy, by an Executive resolution 
published in the Diario Oficial on July 
10, 1952, and effective therewith. 


NORWAY 
Agreement Signed With France 


A new bilateral trade agreement be- 
tween France and Norway for the year 
beginning July 1, 1952, is now in ef- 
fect, according to a report from the 
U. S. Embassy in Oslo dated July 14. 

The agreement provides for the ex- 
port of commodities valued at about 
$34,000,000 by each country. Norway 
will export principally fish and fish 
products, marine oils, chemical and me- 
chanical pulp, paper, and various metals 
and minerals. France will export iron 
and steel, fertilizer, chemicals, wine, 
and various foodstuffs. 

The Norwegian authorities, as re- 
ported in the press, have stated that 
although the new agreement represents 
a reduction of Norwegian exports to 
France it is reasonable in view of the 
stringent French import restrictions 
now in effect. The agreement makes no 
definite arrangement for French im- 
portation of specific quantities of chem- 
ical and mechanical pulp, but Norway 
indicates merely the volume of these 
products for which export licenses will 
be granted. As pulp is on the French 
global quota the amounts to be import- 
ed from Norway will depend on later 
decisions of the French authorities. 

Commodity lists have been set up 
for only the first 3 months of the agree- 
ment as the French did not now wish 
to assume obligations for a longer 
period. 


Taxes on Wood Pulp Revised 


The campaign of the Norwegian pulp 
and paper industry for the abolition 
of export taxes on mechanical and 
chemical pulp has achieved some suc- 
cess. The Government announced that 
it would not abolish the export taxes 
but it agreed to revise the tax system, 
The new rates were to become effective 
on July 1. The Government discussed 
with industry representatives the new 
tax rates. 

Industry sources state that the pres- 
ent practice in which the Price Direc- 
torate fixes a basic price which is sup- 
posed to cover production costs and to 
allow a reasonable profit to the pro- 
ducer will continue. In the past when 
producers obtained more than this so- 
called basic price for their product the 
Government took in the form of a 
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“basic tax” all excess up to a designated 
price, over which the Government took 
but a portion of the excess price, the 
rest accruing to the producer. Under 
the new system, a 50 percent tax will 
be levied on the entire excess price 
obtained by the producer, who will, 
subject to other applicable taxes, be 
thus able to retain 50 percent of the 
excess price. In the current discussions 
between the Government and the in- 
dustry, the establishment of new and 
somewhat higher basic price levels is 
being considered, as the industry con- 
tends that those presently in effect do 


not accurately represent costs of pro- 
duction, 


Pulp and paper exporters have con- 
tinued their refusal to pay first-quarter 
export taxes pending the outcome of 
their suit challenging the constitution- 
ality of the taxes against the Govern- 
ment. A reliable industry source, how- 
ever, states that it is probable the in- 
dustry will soon agree to pay the first 
quarter taxes with the reservation that 
if a decision favorable to them is hand- 
ed down by the courts, the taxes are 
to be returned to them. 


SPAIN 


New Rules Encourage Investment 


A foreigner desiring to invest in 
Spain may with prior approval of the 
Foreign Exchange Institute, bring in 
his investment in the form of essential 
materials and utilize the pesetas re- 
ceived from their sale for agreed invest- 
ment purposes, under new regulations 
embodied in a decree of July 5, 1952, 
published in the Official Bulletin of the 
State. 

The decree provides that the Minister 
of Commerce may issue licenses for 
the importation of goods considered 
necessary to the national economy, pay- 
ment to be made in pesetas, the amount 
of which is to be credited to persons or 
firms domiciled abroad. These peseta 
balances may then be used for invest- 
ment in Spain in accordance with condi- 
tions to be established in each case by 
the Foreign Exchange Institute. 

The purpose of this measure is to 
establish means whereby additional 
quantities of essential materials may be 
obtained without the utilization of for- 
eign exchange. 

Regulations for the administration of 


this decree are to be issued at a later 
date. 


SWITZERLAND 





Gold Market Now Free 


Swiss restrictions on the import and 
export of gold bars and coin have been 
abolished, effective as of July 1, 1952, 
according to an announcement made 
by the Swiss National Bank. 

Customs officials have been notified 
that import or export permits issued by 
the National Bank are no longer re- 
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1952 Dates Bt. 2608) \cnacviininln ete» Exhibition, Dusseldorf, Ger- 
July 26-Aug. 6*° ........ Bakery Trade Exhibition, Stuttgart, Germany, Qet. 14-15 c.occcccccsssssesmeen Fifth London Regional Display of the Engi- 
I Dornbirn Export and Samples Fair, Dornbirn, neering Industries Association, London, 
Austria. England. 
0 eeerertanee Royal National Agricultural & Industrial Oct. 20-24 worms National Metal Exposition, Philadelphia, Pa. 
> Show, Brisbane, ae iunaad NR GD ccs nccciinthnibitclien ae ~ uainees” Exhibition, London, Eng- 
mg. 18-Oct. 1° ........... The Industries Fair, Reykjavik, Iceland. and. 
Aug. 20-Sept. 20 .......... International Trade Fair, Izmir, Turkey. Ms I Schccccteces ..5ixty-sixth Annual Dairy Show, London, 
Aug. 21-31 ......................International Trade Fair, Innsbruck, Austria. Englan 
Aug. 23-Sept. 7 ............ Tenth St. = ame, (International), Stock- Oct. 22-Nov. 1 _ Inhesuatianl Motor Exhibition, London, Eng- 
holm, Sweden. 
Aug. 26-Sept. 66 ............ National Radio & Television Exposition, Oct. 26-Nov. 2 International Cycle & Motorcycle Exposition, 
London, England. Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 6 ........... Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria, Union Of Oct. 27-30 o.cccccccccssessssem National Shoe Fair, Chicago, Ill. | , 
South Africa. Oct. 31-Nov. 16** ........ International Gastronomic Fair, Dijon, 
Aug. 31-Sept. 44 ............. saherngeest Trade Fair, Frankfurt-am-Main, “ ‘6 stall rence. in: tine oc ts 
ermany. ee” Te Te ublic orks unicipa ongress x- 
Aug. 31-Sept. 4. ............ Offenbach Leathergoods Fair, Offenbach-am- hibition, London, England. 
Main, Germany. NOV. 18-22  ...ccccccccccceses ...International Cycle & Motorcycle Show, Lon- 
gt fg ER Re The y+ ig tes dg ae — & Exhibi- oe otek weet <o8,_ Saeenes. ee 
tion, Farnboroug nglan ov. EN ea orty-thir noe an eather Fair, London, 
I a International Industries Fair, Utrecht, The England. 
Netherlands. Be, Setecstesiveccie London Medical Exhibition 1952, London, 
eRe, F-16PF  rrceccccccsicsins sone epenations Ftp, *> me fe gon Dc * Pa ~ Eagiend. aoe AIGA 
0 otogrammetry, ashington, D. ee) EEE rewer's Exhibition, ondon, England. 
GE? OID scscctcinbteonatttibinn Thirteenth International Automobile Exhibi- Nov. 3-8** —oisatenan WO me meas eg | paeeerien of Arts & 
tion, Copenhagen, Denmar ndustry, New York, N. Y. 
I IE”. intisctatabeeianls Washington State—Far East International Dec. 1-6 ecccccccssssssssssee Twentieth National Power & Mechanical 
Trade Fair, Seattle, Washington. Engineering Exposition, New York, 
OO International Trade Fair, Strasbourg, France. > A 
Sept. International Trade Fair, Bari, Italy. NT Smithfield Show & Agricultural Machinery 
Sept. International Trade Fair, Vienna, Austria. Exhibition, London, England. 
Sept. International Trade Fair, Colo one. Germany. Dec. 10-13%*  .......ccccce- Automotive Service Eetustties Show, Atlantic 
= my ag La ¥.. seenehens and City, a. 
ardware ow, Sep ‘ 
Sept. International Trade Fair, Leipzig, Germany. ot Dates 31 Philippi Int ti 1 Fair, Manila, Phili 
Sept. ..Anternational Trade Fair, Salonika, Greece. an. 1-Mar. 31.000. ag nternational Fair, Manila, p- 
Sept. Seventh National Instrument Conference & 2 
Exhibit, Cleveland, Ohio. ” Ss een --Second, Netherlands Packaging Show, Am- 
ee ee ee Jan. 9-17"° ilendahections National Motor Boat Show, New York, i 2 
BT PND Sivcc Nirwana Office Equipment Exposition, (International), FAM. 17-28 ereeeeeersssneeeeee mar: Motor Exhibition, Brussels, 
urich, Switzerland. - . . 

Sept. 11-15 oeseceessessssee German Fair of Music, Dusseldorf, Germany. Feb. 22-26 mace ee ee Fair, Offenbach, 
Sept. 12-25 emmmmnmentes my ey liek & Feb. 22-26 een oy Trade Fair, Frankfurt-am- 
; avini Exhibiti ain, Germany. 

Bept. 13-22 ccrreccoceccsecseees te Television Exhibition, Feb. 27-Mar. 8** ..........German Radio & Television Exhibition, Dus- 
Sept. 13-28 cnneecrescsenseee Seventh International Trade Fair, Ghent, 5,5 _ Light ee eermanY etuiever’ Germany 

elgium. us , : . +f . ° 
Feb. International Exhibition, Colon, Panama. 
Best. ee fen Te, lane, see sisscinsscesbingsebbsvesen ee ~ aed Exhibition, Geneva, 
Sept. International Trade Fair, Zagreb, Yugoslavia, as oe nes aes 
Sept. ..International Trade Fair, Marseille, France. a 2 permet <r e aie, ee bs 7 ¥Y. 
Sept. Burepene Machine Tool Exhibition, Hannover, AE, Fr E RT sesenscrnesanssncovens 00  Netherlande. ion, , otterdam, 
rmany. “Te 
Ee See ee Canadian Housewares and Home Appliance x ! ee ee International Agricultural Machinery Exhibi- 
Show,. Montreal, Canada. M 19-29 Int am “wy ehise 7 Exhibiti F 
Sept. 17-Oct. 4 ...........International Machine Tool Exhibition, Lon- OR BPD teeeeseisecnenncnscone nternational Automobile Exhibition, Frank- 
don. England, Mar. 20-29°¢ internet thaiel weir, © 
Watch & Clock Fair, Frankfurt-am-Main ar. a Pe ee nternationa echnica air, Sopenhagen, 
. Denmark. 
Rem Show, Berlin, Germany. Mar. 26-Apr. 6 ........... Rand oe Johannesburg, Union of 
» outn rica 
International Sample Fair, Bolzano, Italy. BG BO TPP. snscartorenstetqrens mati ~~ | ees Fair, Copenhagen, 
ne eee” fee. 21-m Swiss Industries Fair, Basel, Switzerland 
oc olm, weden. ° « e eccecceccoccescoocccs ry ~ ~ 5 : 4 . as ’ w Etat ° 
D> oe ees Frankfurter Book Fair, Frankfurt-am-Main, APr- 16-May 18 .............. age Se Desert'’ Exhibition, Jeru- 
ermany. . as . 
* : : Apr. 25-May 10** .......... International Trade Fair, Brussels, Belgium, 
Pept. BOet.: 6 patengeas _ Comeercial —e ave: ey BP ccssrccce a —— — duicee, Belgium. 
Sept. 27-Oct. 9 ou... International Trade Fair, Graz, Austria. DE. 20-29 snesssersesssesnserneens eventh Annual Nationa ce Furniture As- 
Sept. 27-Oct. 10 ~~~ueLnternational Technics Exhibition, Turin, coe ee awewnion & Exhibit, Cleve- 
taly. 
bs ; iti Apr. 26-May 5*® ............. Heavy Industries Fair, Hannover, Germany. 
ee ree SS naa he sake. Pare een, ADP. 27-MAay 8 -.ecesseseenees a ge eh Fair, London, Birming- 
Sept. 29-Oct. 2. ............. Chemists’ Exhibition, London, England. > am, Englan es 
Sept. 29-Oct. 12 ......... International Nautical Exhibition, Paris, May 14-23 ——mmemmnae a Exposition and Con- 
Vrance. May 29-June 29 Sebeates “Manaatie. tee Turkey 
Sept. 29-Oct. 12** ...... Second National Television Exhibition & , PETS BU corcccccsscnce . . ‘ * 8 , . 
Sixteenth National Radio & Electronic JUNG 232 jo gje-v-wwntermational rade Nair. Toronto, Canada 
xhibition, Paris, France. a . coveococscoone We : J niDi~ 
Sept. 30-Oct. 3 .-Iron and Steel Exposition, Cleveland, Ohio. J 3-13 g von. PR gg lr Southern Rhodesia. 
Oct. 2-12 ...... International Automobile, Cycle, & Sports "9 _ ~saSae 1 a sake Eee and Con- 
x ition, Paris, France. . . 
. : . June 10-30 et nternational Trade Fair, Barcelona, Spain. 
Det 1D cena ee te eee Exhibi June 20-Oct. 11** ......... maser > Transportation Exposition, Munich, 
Oct. 4-19 ccececsees meee Wiss Fair of Lugano, Lugano, Switzerland. ermany. 
a ee -weinternational Office Equipment Exhibition, Aug. 20-Sept. 20 ............ International Trade Fair, Izmir, Turkey. 
, Paris, France. **New listings or corrections. 
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quired. The Swiss gold market is there-. 





1951, for another year, was announced were formerly subject to block licens- 


fore free except for a 4-percent sales by Swiss officials on July 3, 1952. ing, were placed on the Swedish free 
an. SUUNE ing on both imports and c~- Quotas for the most important Swiss list. 
po export items remained at last year’s Under the existing agreement Swiss 


Accord With Sweden Extended 


Extehsion of the Swiss-Swedish trade 
and payments agreement of June 20, 





levels. However, the quota for miscel- exports to Sweden increased by almost 
laneous goods was increased from 6 50 percent in the past year, from 
million to 8 million Swedish crowns. 110,700,000 Swiss francs in 1950-51 to 
Most textiles and other goods, which 162,000,000 Swiss francs in 1951-52, 
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German Fair Rescheduled; 
Good Reports on Others 


The German Radio and Television 
Exhibition at Dusseldorf has been re- 
scheduled for February 27-March 8, 


1953, according to the German-Ameri- 
can Trade Promotion Office, 350 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. An item on 
German fairs and exhibitions published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
17, 1952, indicated this exhibition was 
to be held in August 1952, 


The Cologne Furniture Fair, March 
21-24, 1952, was considered a success. 
The 55,000 sq. meters (1 sq. meter= 
10.76 sq. ft.) of available space was oc- 
cupied by nearly 400 furniture manufac- 
turers (370 at the 1950 event) and 200 
furniture accessory, fitting, and wood- 
working machine firms. Among the for- 
eign products displayed were antique 
pieces from the Netherlands, and furni- 
ture accessories from Belgium, France, 
and the Netherlands. Attendance ap- 
proximated 45,000; foreign dealers and 
visitors were estimated at 2,000. Great- 
est interest was shown in the latest 
models of living-room and bedroom fur- 

~niture, medium to good quality, at rea- 

sonable prices. Furniture with various 
types of plastic upholstery and uphol- 
stery accessories produced good busi- 
ness results. Dealers from the Benelux 
and Scandinavian countries and from 
France, Switzerland, and Great Britain 
reported brisk business, particularly in 
expensive high-quality furniture, 


The 1952 International Spring Fair, 
Cologne, was staged in two parts—the 
Textile Goods and Clothing Fair, March 
2-4, and the Household Goods and Iron 
Ware Fair, March 9-11. Attendance at 
both of these events exceeded 52,000. 
Altogether 2,500 firms participated— 
1,600 from 49 countries in the former 
and 900 in the latter. It was reported 
that most of the exhibitors were satis- 
fied with the volume of business. 


Additional information on these and 
other German events may be obtained 
either directly from the managers or 
from the German-American Trade Pro- 
motion Office, 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 1, N. Y. 


Aviation Booms in New Zealand 


There has been a big expansion in 
every phase of New Zealand's civil avia- 
tion activities during the year ended 
March 31, 1952. Internal passenger 
traffic increased by 27 percent, and 
trans-Tasman traffic by 50 percent. In- 
ternal freight. carried by scheduled air- 
lines rose by 60 percent, and trans-Tas- 
man freight increased threefold over 
the preceding year. Part of the increase, 
especially in freight traffic across the 
Tasman, is attributable to the 1951 
waterside strike which disrupted surface 
shipping for several months, 
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Foreign Products Exhibits 
In United States Listed 


The “List of Foreign Products 
Exhibitions in the United States” 
prepared in the Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Branch, International Trade 
Development Division, OIT, re- 
cently has been revised. It con- 
tains 35 events, arranged by cities, 
indicating the name of the exhibi- 
tion, date, location, sponsor, and 
type of product. 

Copies of this release (Business 
Information Service, World Trade 
Series No. 225) may be obtained 
from the Field Offices of the De- 
partment of Commerce. 











Czechoslovak Products 


Exhibit Held in Zurich 


A Czechoslovak Products Exhibition 
entitled “Czechoslovakia Presents the 
Results of Its Work” was staged in 


Zurich, Switzerland, June 14-27, by 12 
Czechoslovak monopoly companies. 


Major items displayed included ma- 
chine tools; an agricultural tractor and 
plow; Skoda and Tatra passenger cars; 
motorcycles; sewing, bakery and small 
printing machines; dental equipment; 
pianos; and textiles, which received 
special emphasis. Other articles in- 
cluded optical goods; measuring instru- 
ments; motion-picture’ projectors and 
cameras; costume jewelry; notions; 
Christmas-tree decorations; glassware— 
household, technical, and laboratory; 
ceramics; crystal chandeliers; paper 
and stationery; pencils; automotive ac- 
cessories; Pilsen beer; Karlsbad salt; 
liquors; and canned food. 

Numerous propaganda displays were 
also evident. Attendance was reported 
negligible and business results were 
not available. 


Beirut Airport Shows 
Increased Activity 


During the first quarter of 1952, the 
large International Airport at Beirut, 
Lebanon, continued to attract more 
planes and passengers. Runways and 
navigation lights were completed at the 
airfield in 1951, and the new administra- 
tion building is expected to be ready 
by early 1953. The transfer of radio 
receiving and transmission to well-de- 
signed new quarters from the cramped 
temporary ones at the airport is still 
in progress. Five new warehouses and 
administrative hangers were built dur- 
ing the first quarter of this year. All 
commercial flights from the old airport 
at Bir Hassan were suspended on Janu- 
ary 1, and all commercial activity trans- 
ferred to the new International Airport. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Photogrammetry Congress and 
Exhibit Scheduled for D. C. 


The seventh International Congress 
and Exposition of Photogrammetry, the 
first to be held in the United States, will 
take place at the Shoreham Hotel ard 
Bolling Field, Washington, D. C., Sep- 
tember 4-16, 1952, under the auspices of 
the Council of the International Society 
of Photogrammetry and the American 
Society of Photogrammetry. This event 
is held every 4 years, the last having 
been staged at The Hague. The first 
international event was held in 1914 in 
Switzerland. 


Participants in the Congress and 
Exposition will exchange information 


through technical papers and by ex- 
hibits of equipment and actual projects 
concerning the latest developments in 
the basic science and applications of 
obtaining surveys by means of photog- 
raphy. It is reported that the newest 
developments in photogrammetry sur- 
veying and mapping from many coun- 
tries will be on display. Exhibits will 


be on view at the Shoreham Hotel, 
Washington, D. C. 


Interested persons should communi- 
cate with the Program Director, L. Ray 
Smart, c/o Trimetrogon Section, U. S, 
Geological Survey, Department of Inter- 
jor, Washington 25, D. C. 





Bordeaux Trade Fair 
Expanding Facilities 


Increases in number of exhibitors, 
visitors, and in size of fair site over the 
1951 event characterized the thirty-first 
annual international trade fair held at 
Bordeaux, France, June 8-23, 1952. 
About 3,000 exhibitors participated and 
1,500,000 visitors attended — reportedly 
400,000 more than in 1951. Among the 
foreign products displayed were French 
colonial goods and American automo- 
biles, farm machinery, refrigerators, 
sewing machines, and mattresses. The 
Mutual Security Agency participated 
with a productivity exhibit. It is re- 
ported that a new permanent four-story 
building is planned to accommodate the 
increasing number of exhibitors ex- 
pected to take part in the 1953 and 
future events. Interested persons may 
contact the Thirty-second International 
Trade Fair, Bordeaux, France. 





FRENCH West Africa produced 3,880 
metric tons of titanium-bearing ores, 
valued at $13,000 in 1951. Exports to- 
taled 3,585 tons, worth $11,325. 


ISRAEL’s exports of chemical prod- 
ucts were valued at approximately 
£1,200,000 in 1951, states a foreign 
chemical publication, 
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Finnish Automotive Imports and 
Registrations Reach All-Time High 


Finnish automotive imports, reached 
an all-time high in 1951 and have con- 
tinued at a high level in the first part 
of 1952. 

Imports in 1951 included 11,923 pas- 
senger cars, 6,711 trucks and busses, 
3,196 motorcycles and 164 motor bicy- 
tles. The United States was the source 
of 1,781 passenger cars, 408 trucks and 
busses, and 3 motorcycles in 1951. The 


tountries of West Germany (3,307 
units), the United Kingdom (2,344), 
and Czechoslovakia (2,238) together 


were principal suppliers (7,889) of pas- 
senger cars. The United Kingdom also 
supplied more than 50 percent of the 
trucks. Czechoslovakia was the princi- 
pal source of the motorcycles im- 
ported. 


The demand is expected to continue 
high throughout 1952. Moreover, the 
estimated demand is for at least 20,000 
passenger cars annually during the next 
10 years. The present demand for re- 
placement trucks is heavy and the mar- 
ket is open for approximately 500 
busses. 


Import Pattern Changed 


The pattern for Finnish automotive 
purchases has changed greatly since 
pre World War II years, when 80 per- 
cent of the passenger cars and 75 per- 
cent of the trucks in operation were 
United States makes. United States 
makes were reduced to 58 percent for 
passenger cars and 53 percent for 
trucks as of January 1, 1951, and fell to 
42 and 38 percent on January 1, 1952. 
This shift from a predominantly United 
States market toward increased Euro- 
pean purchases resulted from the short- 
age of dollar exchange. Various kinds 
of credit, barter and compensation trade 
transactions between Finland and its 
European markets have made the Fin- 
nish automotive market very uneven, 
with prices fluctuating greatly. Con- 
sequently, Finnish automotive dealers 
have been forced to import makes that 
are less suited to the poor condition of 
Finnish highways. The trend is also 
toward European makes of trucks and 
busses. The domestic demand for all 
kinds of vehicles is higher than avail- 
able imports and local supply, which in- 
dicates a good potential for the United 
States product should the exchange 
problem be solved. 

Automotive Registrations Increase 

A total of 36,806 passenger cars were 
registered in Finland as of December 
31, 1951, compared with 26,678 cars reg- 
istered at the beginning of 1951. This 
was a record increase of 10,128 units, 
which permitted the scrapping of worn 
out and outdated equipment. Approxi- 
mately 13,824 passenger cars of the 
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December registration were of United 
States manufacture. 


Other registrations as of December 
31, 1951 (with January 1, 1951 data in 
parenthesis) included 37,199 (31,835) 
trucks, of which an estimated 14,000 
were-of United States manufacture. The 
bus registration totaled 3,937 (3,348) 
units, including 900 from the United 
States. Registrations of truck trailers 
and truck tractors totaled 5,145 (4,432) 
units, and- there were 14,139 (10,141) 
motorcycles registered. The estimated 
600 to 700 motorcycles of United States 
origin are mainly pre-war models. 


Approximately 44 percent of the pas- 
senger cars and 47 percent of the 
trucks were 11 years or more of age, 
and new registrations in 1941 through 
1950 were relatively few. 

Finland’s production of automotive 
vehicles is small. The country’s three 
existing companies produced 283 busses 
and trucks in 1951. There are 16 do- 
mestic manufacturers of bus and truck 
bodies. The 1951 production totaled 
1,056 units, including both bodies built 
on domestic and on imported chassis. 
The capacity of the domestic body 
building industry increased from 1,500 
in 1950 to 2,000 units in 1951. 





Philippines Promotes Growing 
Of Virginia Leaf Tobacco 


Tobaceo production in the Philippines 
in 1952 will probably be lower than in 
the preceding year. Production is un- 
officially estimated at 27,000 metric 
tons, as compared with 29,869 tons in 
1951. 


Philippine production of Virginia leaf 
is estimated by the Bureau of Plant 
Industry at 1,475 metric tons, as com- 
pared with 365 tons in 1951. Although 
the increase would be substantial it 
would still be insignificant, as domes- 
tic requirements for Virginia leaf are 
8,500 to 9,000 metric tons annually. Ac- 
cording to U. S. tobacco trade experts 
a desirable type of Virginia bright leaf 
tobacco may be grown and cured on a 
large scale in the Philippines. 


A law passed last year by the Philip- 
pine Congress was designed to promote 
domestic Virginia leaf production ‘with 
a view to attaining self-sufficiency in the 
product. The measure received its prin- 
cipal indorsement from interests behind 
the Philippine Tobacco Flue Curing and 
Redrying Corporation, the sole organi- 
zation in the country possessing a mod- 
ern redrying plant and capable of han- 
dling Virginia leaf tobacco. The measure 
was introduced in Congress and success- 


fully backed by representatives from 
the tobacco-growing regions, 

Final Philippine statistics for exports 
of tobacco leaf in 1952 are expected to 
show a notable upturn in view of the 
decline in local prices. Shipments to 
Spain will total 8,000 metric tons, an 
increase of over 80 percent as compared 
with 1951, Total exports in terms of 
leaf should reach nearly 12,000 tons, or 
83 percent above 1951 but only 63 per- 
cent of the 1935-39 average. 





Newfoundland Issues Bonds 
To Finance Industry Program 


To aid in the financing of its indus- 
trial resources development program 
the Government of the Province of 
Newfoundland on July 15, 1952, an- 
nounced an issue of C$10,000,000, 4% 
percent, sinking fund debenture bonds 
to mature on July 15, 1964. The issue 
was placed on the Canadian market 
through a syndicate of underwriters 
and, according to press reports, was 
heavily over-subscribed within 3 days. 
The issue was offered at 98% in denom- 
inations of $500 and $1,000. The Gov- 
ernment retains the right to redeem 
the bonds in whole, but not in part, 
at the end of 10 years, although they 
are being issued for 12 years. 


The proceeds of the loan are to be 
used to reimburse the _ consolidated 
revenue fund for expenditures already 
made in connection with several govern- 
ment-sponsored industrial ventures, 
such as a cement mill and gypsum plant, 
birch plant, machinery plant, cotton 
textile mill, pressboard mill, 
plant, asbestos mill, fish plants, tan- 
nery, fur farm development, and a fur 
dressing and dyeing establishment, 


The original plan had been to have 
the newly established Newfoundland 
and Labrador Corporation float a. gov- 
ernment guaranteed bond issue in the 
United States with which it would pur- 
chase from the Government the indus- 
trial plants just mentioned in which a 
large part of the Provincial budgetary 
surplus had been invested. The rise 
of the Canadian dollar in New York 
funds interfered with the execution of 
this plan. A Canadian issue by the 
Corporation was also not found feasible 
because prospective underwriters con- 
sidered the Corporation’s- rights to 
prospect in Newfoundland did not pre- 
sent sufficient physical assets for a 
bond issue, 





TUNISIA PRODUCED 199,715 met- 
ric tons of phosphate rock in May 1952. 
The output of hyperphosphate (finely- 
ground phosphate rock) was 11,285 
tons, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


optical . 











Pulp Stocks Down as Low Prices, 


High Costs Hit Swedish Industry 


Effects of decreased demand and 
prices for Swedish pulp became ap- 
parent in May with mill stocks of 299,- 
500 metric tons at the end of the month, 
compared with 233,100 metric tons at 
the end of April and with 156,200 metric 
tons at the end of May 1951. Total 
pulp exports in May were 113,548 tons 
compared with 220,155 tons in May 1951. 


The drop in pulp production was only 
500 tons, from 204,800 tons in April 
to 204,300 tons in May. Production in 
May 1951 was higher by approximately 
10,000 tons. 

A spokesman for the largest Swedish 
producer stated early in July that the 
outlook for the pulp industry was not 
alarming, but he said it was necessary 
for the buyers and sellers to adjust 
new prices at which sales could be 
made. Producers have been following 
a wait-and-see policy. 

As larger producers have announced 
their intention of lengthening vacations 
this year in order to avoid excessive 
stocks, the summer slump in production 
may be expected to increase. Compared 
with an average price of 1600 crowns 
(5.18 Swedish crowns=US$1) per ton 
earlier this year, the Swedish selling 
price for chemical pulp was estimated 
to- be between 800 and 900 crowns dur- 
ing the last half of 1952. The average 
export price in the 1949-50 season was 





East Europe Cuts Match Prices, 
Switzerland Large Buyer 


Eastern European matches have been 
offered on the Swiss market at prices 
50 percent below domestic products. The 
average import price for 100 kilograms 
of Czechoslovak and Hungarian matches 
in 1951 was 112 and 121 francs, respec- 
tively, as compared with 284 for Swed- 
ish matches. 


Growing imports of matches from 
Eastern European countries into Switz- 
erland have been reported. Polish 
matches, first imported in 1949, were 
followed by substantially larger quan- 
tities of matches from Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary in 1951. The value ef 1951 
imports of Czechslovak and Hungarian 
matches — 565,566 Swiss francs — was 
approximately 57 percent of the value 
of total match imports valued at 
997,906 francs (1 Swiss franc=$0.234). 
For the first quarter of 1952 combined 
imports from the two countries reached 
62 percent of total imports of matches, 
whereas, the traditionally favored Swed- 


ish matches accounted for only 34 per- 
cent, 


In Soviet bloc countries, foreign. trade 
is handled exclusively by State mon- 
opolies, 
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790 crowns. Increases in the price of 
pulpwood alone, however, have added 
325 crowns a ton to the cost of a ton 
of chemical pulp, in addition to in- 
creases in the costs of wages and other 
materials, A fall in the cost of pulp- 
wood must soon be expected. 


The Government has announced that 
it will not apply to the new prices the 
price equalization fees which were lev- 
ied during the time of high prices, and 
the loss to producers is not, therefore, 
so great as it could be. 


There has been considerable comment 
in Swedish business circles on competi- 
tion from the United States and Canada 
in the European market. Sweden’s 
share in the American market con- 
tinued to deteriorate in May, when only 
11,161 metric tons of pulp were ex- 
ported to the United States compared 
with 35,564 metric tons in May 1951. 


Paper Industry Affected Less 

The paper industry has not yet suf- 
fered to the extent of the pulp indus- 
try although its prices have also fal- 
len. Production in May of all kinds of 
paper was 80,398 metric tons, compared 
with 79,371 in April 1952 and 61,302 
tons in May 1951. Exports during the 
first 5 months of the year in volume 


were below those of the first 5 months - 


of 1951. Before last fall newsprint sold 
at 1,400 to 1,500 crowns a ton compared 
with 950 crowns in June. It is expected 
that these prices will fall further dur- 
ing the third quarter. 


Exports of paper so far this year 
have fallen below those in the early 
part of 1951. 





Demand Up for German Potash 


Average monthly production of po- 
tassium salts in ‘the Federal Republic 
of Germany increased to 110,310 metric 
tons (K2O0) in 1951 from 91,165 tons in 
1950. Monthly production in the first 
quarter of 1952 was as follows, in 
metric tons: January, 128,866; February, 
125,776; and March, 133,430. 


Demand for potash has increased on 
the domestic as well as the foreign 
market, and a number of idle mines 
have resumed production. The indus- 
try states that all export possibilities 
would require increased productive ca- 
pacity and investments of 60,000,000 
Deutsche marks to 80,000,000 Deutsche 
marks (1 Deutsche mark=US$0.2384) 
and has requested a price increase. The 
Federal Ministry of Economy is re- 
ported to consider a 15-percent increase 
justified, but agricultural interests have 
objected. Approximately 33 percent of 
the 1951 output was exported, but the 


industry considers that this figure could 
be doubled, 
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Indonesian Paper Imports Drop; 


_U.S. Quality Items Unaffected 


Indonesia’s paper situation is marked 
by a recent sharp decline in the local 
market. For the first time since the 
war, paper stocks are more than ample. 
One large firm which imported sub- 
stantial amounts of paper in 1951 (80 
percent from Europe and 20 percent 
from the United States) plans to make 
only negligible imports in 1952 and is 
not currently purchasing any paper. 

The United States share of the 1952 
imports will probably not be substanti- 
ally affected. Paper from the United 
States is often imported in qualities 
which are well known and have an 
established reputation. Imports of such 
quality items will continue, and im- 
porters report that the DEBs (Dollar 
Export Certificates) will not constitute 
much of a deterrent because of the 
offsetting special considerations. 

Prices Determine Import Sources 

One of the firms, however, reported 
that because of the DEBs, increasing 
amounts of its paper imports may come 
from Sweden, rather than from the 
United States. Prices have come down 
recently in Sweden, the firm stated, and 
it appears uncertain as to whether 
United States prices will also decline, 
competitively. Unless there is such a 


decline, the firm anticipates turning to 
Sweden for its supplies in 1952. 


Dollar export certificates (DEBs) 
were introduced at the time of the de- 
valuation measures of February 4, 1952, 
From that date exporters presenting to 
exchange banks U. S. and Canadian 
dollar proceeds received DEBs to an 
amount of 70 percent of the foreign 
exchange submitted; at the same time, 
for imports payable in dollars—includ- 
ing U. S. dollars on Japan as well as 
Canadian dollars—importers could only 
obtain foreign exchange by delivering 
dollar export certificates up to 100 
percent of the foreign currencies to be 
purchased. As’ currently implemented, 
physical use of the certificates them- 
selves has been virtually abandoned.- 
The net effect of the DEBs is tg place 
a premium exchange rate on exports 
to the dollar area (including Japan) 
and a penalty exchange rate on im- 
ports from that area. 





A well-known Solingen cutlery fac- 
tory has established a branch in Co- 
lombia, according to the press. Produc- 
tion is soon to take care of the coun- 
try’s entire needs of about 4,000,000 
razor blades monthly. The steel will be 
imported, and the rest of the materials 
will be procured locally, 
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Italian Cherry Pack Limited 
Despite Exceptional Crop 


Italian packers and exporters of 
brined cherries estimate the 1952 brined 
cherry pack at from 55,000 to 60,000 
barrels, as compared with 45,000 bar- 
rels in 1951. The fresh cherry crop is 
exceptionally large, according to the 
trade. 

Only negligible quantities of cherries 
in syrup will be produced as there is 
practically no demand from Great Bri- 
tain, the principal purchaser. Probably 
only about 20,000 cases, weighing 24 
kilograms each, will be packed, as com- 
pared with 250,000 cases in 1951 and 
80,000 cases in 1950. 

Domestic consumption of cherries in 
brine is negligible. The trade reports 
that the principal purchasers of the 
1951 brined cherry pack were the Unit- 
ed States, Canada, Great Britain, Aus- 
tralia, and New Zealand. 

Official statistics covering exports of 
Italian brined cherries are no longer 
obtainable. The new Italian customs 
tariff, effective on July 14, 1950, places 
cherries in brine in the group classifi- 
cation “Conserved fruits, whole or in 
part, with or without the addition of 
sugar, without alcohol.” 


Packers and exporters are of the 
opinion that larger quantities of cher- 
ries in brine would be produced in 1952 
were it not for the following: Many im- 
porting countries have imposed strict 
sanitary regulations, and packers and 
exporters are unwilling to risk having 
their merchandise rejected on arrival 
in the country of importation; it is 
reported that there is a bumper cherry 
crop in the United States and also a 
large carry-over from the 1951 brined 
cherry pack; Australia will not be an 
important purchaser of Italian brined 
cherries in 1952 because there is a 
large local crop of fresh cherries; 
Great Britain’s austerity program places 
strict limitations on the import of 
brined cherries and cherries in syrup. 

Informed local trade circles are of 
the opinion that foreign buyers will 
show little interest in the 1952 Italian 
brined cherry pack. 


New Process for Sterilizing 
Milk Used in Switzerland 


“Uperisation,” a new process used for 
the first time in Switzerland and ap- 
parently not known abroad, reportedly 
is an improvement on existing methods 
of freeing milk of bacteria. 

,Until now only an insignificant part 
of the milk consumed in Switzerland 
has been pasteurized. Most of the popu- 
lation boils its milk, or in regions with 
little or no cattle tuberculosis drinks 
it raw. 

Pasteurized milk is not entirely free 
of heat-resistant and spore-building bac- 
teria. Sterilized milk, although pure and 





homogenized, is more expensive and, as 
a result of steam sterilization is sub- 
ject to denaturation as to albumen and 
sugar content and may vary from the 
taste and color of natural milk. 


Under the new uperisation process, 
milk is first warmed to a temperature 
of about 50° C. in tubular heaters, and 
then flows into containers to be pres- 
surized. Following brief heating to 150° 
C. the pressure is lowered and the milk 
cooled and homogenized. After further 
cooling the milk is kept in previously 
steamed milk tanks provided with anti- 
bacterial filters. All parts of the instal- 
lation are made of rust-free steel. 


Nutritional Values Studied 


Bacteriological tests of “uperised” 
milk have shown that it is entirely bac- 
teria-free even after being kept for 
10 days at a temperature of 30° C., or 
3 weeks at ordinary house temperature, 
15-20° C. Although taste and smell do 
not differ appreciably from those of pas- 
teurized milk efforts are now being 
made to eliminate a certain “cooked” 
taste and smell. 


Nutritional values of the new product 
in comparison with those of pasteurized 
and natural milk are being studied, and 
the first findings have been encouraging. 
Wide use in combination with ovomal- 
tine, chocolate, etc., seems indicated. If 
offered at competitive price, “uperised” 
milk is expected to gain public accept- 
ance over raw or pasteurized milk. 





CHEMICALS 





Argentine Alkali Output Short 


One of the principal objectives of the 
Argentine chemical industry under the 
first Five Year Plan was to lessen the 
country’s dependence on imported alka- 
lies. However, caustic soda and soda ash 
continue to be the principal chemical 
imports in volume and are surpassed in 
value only by coal-tar dyes. 

Production of caustic soda is esti- 
mated to have increased to about 22,- 
500 metric tons in 1951, only slightly 
more than half the target figure of 
40,000 tons annually; demand was es- 
timated at 60,000 tons in 1951. Factors 
limiting production have been inability 
to dispose of the coproduct chlorine, 
shortages of electric power, and trans- 
portation difficulties. A plant which 
opened in 1948 was forced to close down 
in 1951 because of a drop in the water 
level of an adjoining reservoir which 
provided it with power and water. An- 
other new plant at Cinco Saltos has had 
difficulty in transporting its output to 
consuming areas. Total annual capacity 
of the five principal plants is 28,900 
tons, but this figure is not considered 
likely to be reached soon. 


Australian Field for Investment 


The most promising field for foreign 
investment in the Australian chemical 
industry appears to be in industrial 


chemicals and the basic materials from 
which chemical and pharmaceutical 
products are manufactured. There are 
also opportunities for patent-licensing 
arrangements in some sectors of the 
industry. 


Australia Controls Sulfur 


Sulfur has been controlled in Aus- 
tralia, effective July 1, 1952, under a 
plan drawn up by the Sulfuric Acid 
Executive Committee representing vari- 
ous Commonwealth departments. The 
year 1950-51 will be the base for de- 
termining the amount of sulfur and 
sulfuric acid which may be used in 
1952-53 for production of essential 
materials. The Government has _ re- 
quested the sulfuric-acid industry to 
convert as much of its plant as possible 
by the end of 1953 to the use of do- 
mestic sulfur-bearing ores. 


Canada Needs Chemical Outlets 


The Canadian chemical industry may 
have a period of surplus production in 
the next few years unless new outlets 
for its products can be found, the presi- 
dent of the Chemical Institute of 
Canada states. The large expansion 
which has taken place, especially in the 
petrochemical field, may result in an 
output greater than the domestic mar- 
ket can absorb. 


French Organic-Chemical Output 


Monthly average production of cer- 
tain organic chemicals in France was as 
follows in the first quarter of 1952, in 
metric tons (fourth quarter of 1951 in 
parentheses), according to statistics of 
the Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce: Acetone, 515 (653); acetic acid, 
686 (775); phthalic anhydride, 264 
(275); synthetic phenol, 1,370 (1,517); 
and methanol, 1,270 (1,509). 


India Finds Pyrite Reserves 


The Geological Survey of India an- 
nounces progress in its search for do- 
mestic sources of sulfur. Considerable 
reserves of pyrites have been discovered 
in Amjor (Bihar) and some sulfur-bear- 
ing ores have been found in Polur 
(Madras) and Chitaldrug (Mysore), 
The results of exploratory work in Kar- 
war (Bombay) are reported disappoint- 
ing. Investigations are being continued 
where they seem warranted, it is 
stated. 


Insecticide Produced in India 


An important project of the National 
Chemical Laboratory at Poona, India, 
has been the development of a process 
for extracting nicotine sulfate from the 
considerable amount of tobacco waste 
available from domestic sources. An 
insecticide material has been produced 
which has been used in airplane spray- 
ing in the anti-locust campaign, 
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Iran's Crops Saved from Locusts 

Locust swarms from Africa flying via 
Kuwait and Iraq in the early summer 
settled on 450,000 hectares (1 hectare= 


2.47 acres) of land in Iran and seriously 
threatened crops on 150,000 hectares in 
the southern part of the country. How- 
ever, it is reported that the entire area 
has been brought under control and the 
first. brood eradicated through joint 
efforts of the Iranian Government, co- 
operating countries, and Point IV pro- 
gram officials. The spraying of insecti- 
cides is continuing in certain districts 
to destroy the second hatching. 


Italy's Sulfur Output Increases 


A 36-percent increase in Italy’s sul- 
fur production in April 1952 reflected 
the return to work of miners following 
2 months of labor difficulties. The out- 
put of pyrites and barytes also in- 
creased, 


Jordan's Locust Threat Stayed 


The serious locust threat in Jordan 
in the early spring appears to have been 
overcome by the vigorous ~ campaign 
undertaken by the Department of Agri- 
culture, with the assistance of other 
agencies. An estimated 375,000 acres 
(200,000 in Saudi Arabia) of infested 
land were cleared by the use of 1,200 
metric tons of poisoned bait. No damage 
to crops has been reported. 


Mexico's Cotton Crop Infested 


Unfavorable weather conditions in- 
terfered with insecticide sprayjng in the 
Reynosa district of Mexico in June 1952 
and severe infestations of boll weevil 
and pink bollworm broke out in all cot- 
ton areas. Because of unsuccessful ef- 
forts to control these pests, the cotton 
crop has been seriously affected, 


U. K. Announces New Subsidy 


To encourage the use of fertilizers in 
its program for expanding food produc- 
tion, the United Kingdom’s Ministry of 
Agriculture has announced a new sub- 
sidy of 15 percent of the cost of nitro- 
genous fertilizers. A 30-percent subsidy 
was paid in the last fertilizer year on 
phosphatic materials. 


U. K. Firm's Expansion Delayed 


The program of capital extensions by 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
United Kingdom, will be delayed, at 
least partially, by shortages of essential 
equipment and building materials be- 
cause of the priority given to the de- 
fense program, the chairman states. The 
company’s exports, however, are run- 
ning over £1,000,000 weekly. 


British Test Soil Conditioner 


A subsidiary of a United States 
chemical company has begun large- 
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scale testing of a new soil conditioner 
under British conditions, states the for- 
eign press. Consideration is being given 


to the manufacture and marketing of 
this product in the United Kingdom in 
time for the spring. season of 1953. 
Equipment already installed at several 
of the company’s plants will be used. 


FOODSTUFFS 


Cuban Molasses at Record High 


As of June 15, 1952, production of 
blackstrap molasses in Cuba in the cur- 
rent season, exclusive of refiners’ mo- 
lasses and about a 30,000,000-gallon 
carry-over from the 1951 crop, had 
reached an all-time record of 386,495,- 
038 gallons, as compared with the pre- 
vious cumulative record figure of 329,- 
465,047 gallons in 1948. 

The Cuban Sugar Stabilization In- 
stitute’s molasses report shows that 
because of the large quantity of mo- 
lasses in Cuban mills, 118,723,874 gal- 
lons were shipped to U. S. for storage. 

Sales of molasses as of June 15 to- 
taled 9,570,527 gallons. All of the mo- 
lasses was sold by the Institute to feed 
mixers in the United States at 20 cents 
a gallon f.o.b. Cuban port. In an effort 
to relieve the supply situation the Mo- 
lasses Sales Committee of the Institute 
may consider a reduction in price of 
molasses for export. 


India's Grain Shows Higher Yield 


Indian production of all food grains, 
including pulses, in 1951-52 is estimated 
at 49,432,000 long tons, as against 49,- 
857,000 tons in 1950-51. This decrease 
of only about 400,000 tons despite an 
over-all decrease in acreage of nearly 
6,000,000 acres indicates a_ significant 
improvement in yields per acre. 





Monterrey Has Record Crop 


Leading citrus growers in the Mon- 
terrey district of Mexico report that 
the 1952-53 crop, harvesting of which 
is to begin toward the end of October, 
will be abundant, perhaps the biggest 
ever registered in the district. 


The 1951-52 crop is reported to have 
amounted to about 500 carloads, or 
275,000 boxes, of which about 150 car- 
loads, 82,500 boxes, were exported, prin- 
cipally to the United States and Canada. 

The processing plant in the Monter- 
rey district, established to produce 68- 
degree Brix concentrated orange juice 
for the production of bottlers’ base, is 
now producing canned orange juice. The 
new product is single-strength orange 
juice packed in No. 2 cans under the 
trade name “Chamaca” and will be dis- 
tributed only in the domestic market. 
Production is iimited because the dis- 
trict’s last crop was not large. The local 
processing plant expects to increase pro- 
duction during the coming harvest, 
when a bigger crop is expected, 
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It is reported that the citrus experi- 
mental station school being established 
as part of the Technological Institute 
of Monterrey will begin its experiments 
in September 1952, on 300 acres of land 
near Apodaca, Nuevo Leon. 


Netherlands To Purchase Wheat 


The forecast for Netherlands grains 
and feed is considered favorable. No 
accurate predictions can now be made 
for the 1952 harvest, but it is expected 
that domestic production of most bread 
grains and coarse grains will compare 
favorably with that of 1951. 

To maintain sufficient stocks of bread 
grains and avoid the tight supply that 
occurred in 1951 the Netherlands will 
continue its policy of heavy wheat buy- 
ing and stockpiling to the extent pos- 
sible in 1952. Storage of grain in Ger- 
many continues, as domestic storage 
space is not adequate. Netherlands buy- 
ing of coarse grains will probably con- 
tinue at or near recent levels, 

Production of oil cake and meal, al- 
though dependent to some extent on 
the margarine industry, is expected to 
be adequate. Production of fish meal 
will likewise be sufficient for domestic 
needs. ’ 

No notable increase in Netherlands 


consumption of grains and feeds is pre- 
dicted. 


Spain To Export More Citrus 


Advance reports on citrus production 
in Spain in the 1952-53 season from 
official sources indicate that the blos- 
soming of the trees was excellent 
throughout the orange districts and that 
the fruit is progressing satisfactorily. A 
crop of 1,300,000 metric tons, or about 
30 percent more than in the 1951-52 
season, is anticipated. About 900,000 
tons may be considered as exportable, 
or about 200,000 tons more than in the 


_ preceding season. 


According to a Fruit Syndicate study 
of citrus prospects for the 1952-53 sea- 
son, exports will have to -be directed 
toward countries that have not yet 
reached their prewar imports, such as 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Eng- 
land, and the Scandinavian countries. 


The study also pointed out that the 
need to export the large quantity men- 
tioned makes it desirable to grant citrus 
fruit exporters the maximum rate of 
exchange in order to meet competition 
from other producing countires, 


Paraguay Finds Wheat Sources 


Wheat importation is a serious prob- 
lem in Paraguay. For some years Para- 
guay has exported lumber to Argen- 
tina and thereby has gained the foreign 
exchange with which to purchase Argen- 
tine wheat. During 1951 Paraguay nego- 
tiated a contract with Argentina for 
the purchase of 61,000 tons of wheat, 
of which only 48,000 tons were delivered 
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in 1951. In view of Argentina’s own 
wheat -shortage the contract was not 
renewed in 1952. Paraguay was then 
able to purchase wheat on the world 
market for $5,000,000, or about one- 
seventh of its available foreign ex- 
change. 

The consumption trend for wheat pro- 
ducts in Paraguay has been increasing 
in recent years as a result of the growth 
in population and migration from the 
rural areas to urban centers; a greater 
abundance of wheat products available 
at prices within the purchasing power 
of a larger segment of the population; 
the relative scarcity of potatoes, man- 
dioca, sweet potatoes, and other staple 
starches, which formerly constituted a 
greater percentage of the average Para- 
guayan diet. The 10-year, 1941-50, aver- 
age wheat import was 35,000 tons. In 
1951 imports totaled 48,000 tons of 
wheat, plus sizable imports of wheat 
flour. 

Paraguay is self-sufficient in the pro- 
duction of corn and for the past sev- 
eral years has had a surplus for export. 
The amount of corn available for export 
from the 1951-52 crop is not yet known, 
but it apparently will be less than the 
5,570 metric tons exported in 1951. Offi- 
cial statistics state that 108,047 metric 
tons of corn were harvested from the 
1951-52 crop, about the same as in the 
preceding year. The shortage of wheat 
flour may necessitate the use of more 
corn products as substitutes in the local 
market, 


Spanish Filbert Markets Steady 


Spain’s 1952 filbert crop is forecast 
at 13,000 metric tons, unshelled basis, 
as compared with an estimated 1951 
harvest of 11,450 tons. Stocks on hand 
as of June 1, 1952, were estimated at 
8,244 tons, unshelled basis, as against 
10,850 tons as of August 1, 1951. 

A favorable world market for filberts 
has been maintained during the 1951- 
52 crop season. About 5,669 tons of 
shelled and unshelled filberts (about 90 
percent sheHed) were exported during 
the period August 1, 1951, to February 
28, 1952, as compared with only 1,268 
tons in all the 1950-51 season. 

Switzerland was the most important 
buyer of Spanish filberts in 1951-52, 
taking about 2,305 tons during the 7- 
month period. United States buyers pur- 
chased 60 tons in October. The United 
Kingdom took 1,087 tons, and France 
and Germany received 703 and 533 tons, 
respectively. The remainder went to a 
number of countries. 

Domestic prices remained the same 
as of July 14, 1951; however, new ex- 
port prices were established as of May 
13, 1952. Producers are reported to be 
dissatisfied with present domestic 
prices. 


Outlook Better for Sicilian Nuts 


Preliminary trade estimates for the 
Sicilian 1952 filbert crop range from 
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9,000 to 10,000 metric tons, unshelled 
basis, as compared with an annual 
average of 9,500 tons during the prewar 
period 1932-36 and 10,000 tons in 1951. 


There has been a carry-over in Sicily 
of 5,000 to 6,000 metric tons of fil- 
berts of the old crop, which together 
with the increased competition from 
Spain and Turkey, has contributed to- 
wards weakening the market. Until re- 
cently the market was competely inac- 
tive. 

It is reported that in 1951 Turkey 
produced about half the world’s output 
of filberts, unshelled basis. The quality 
of Turkish filberts was high and the 
price reasonable, but this year’s Turk- 
ish crop is reported to be smaller, and 
thus Sicilian filberts will have a better 
opportunity. 

England’s restricted imports have 
temporarily at least removed that coun- 
try as a market for Italian filberts, bar- 
ring a change in policy. Filberts are an 
accessory to other agricultural produc- 
tion, and they are subject to much 
speculation. If prices are not tempting 
the producer defers sales for better 
opportunities. 


LEATHER AND PRODUCTS 


French Hide Trade Decreases 


Legal collection of all types of hides 
and skins in France was less in 1951 
than in 1950. Some very, slight changes 
were noted, such as in cattle and horse- 
hides where the decrease was less than 
1 percent, and in sheep and lamb skins, 
down by 4 percent. Largest declines, 
more than 23 and 13 percent, respec- 
tively, were in goat and kid skins and 
in calfskins. 

Imports of hides and skins dropped 
to 57,791 metric tons in 1951 from 
64,456 tons in 1950. This decline was 
due to the sharp drop in sheepskins for 
dewooling, as 1951 imports of other 
types of hides and skins increased. Ex- 
ports fell to 8,503 metric tons from 
13,058 tons in 1950. Principal decline 
was in cattlehides, calfskins, and horse- 
hides. 


METALS AND MINERALS 


German Steel Output Picks Up 


Steel production in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany picked up in May 
after slumping slightly in April. Pre- 
liminary figures for daily average pro- 
duction of crude steel were 49,600 tons 
and for total monthly production, 1,289,- 
000 tons. One of the bottlenecks in steel 
production has been scrap. The latest 
available figures show that the collec- 
tions in May advanced to 430,000 tons 
compared with slightly less than 400,- 
000 tons for each of the months during 
the first quarter of the year. 

In early June one of the new steel 
companies formed as the result of de- 
cartelization measures announced that 








as of the first part of October it hopes 
to have a new rolling mill in operation 
with a monthly production of steel 
plates of 20,000 to 25,000 tons, which 
would increase West German output by 
20 percent. A new blast furnace pro- 
ducing 1,000 tons daily is also in the 
planning stage, as well as a new plant 
for the manufacture of steel semi- 
fabricates other than plates. 


MOTION PICTURES 
Indian Film Industry Slumps 


Indian producers, distributors, exhibi- 
tors, and trade journals have expressed 
grave concern over the _ continuing 
slump in production and distribution of 
Indian motion pictures in the first 
half of 1952. 


The consensus seems to be that most 
of the recent Indian productions have 
failed because of the familiar, routine 
pattern in story and treatment. The 
new Bombay screen magazine Filmfare 
drew attention to the fact that of the 
53 pictures released this year in Bom- 
bay only three, which were based on 
Indian literature, have been successful 
at the box office. 


Other factors said to contribute to 
depression in the industry are the con- 
tinued high taxes, which, according to 
the President of the Film Federation, 
amount to 50 percent of the industry’s 
gross income, and high consumer prices 
of food and other commodities, which 
leave little money for entertainment. 
The recent announcement by the Gov- 
ernment’s Films Division of a plan to 
produce feature films has been unfavor- 
ably received by the Indian film 
industry. 


A prominent producer stated, in an 
article in Filmfare, that the average 
cost of each Indian film was 250,000 
rupees (about $50,000) and the average 
box-office collection per film was 
1,000,000 rupees (about $200,000). 
Average annual production was placed 
at about 200 films. Two Bombay studios, 
to be equipped with facilities for color 
productions, will start operations to- 
ward the end of 1952. Indian producers 
welcome this venture, believing that 
color productions will enable Indian 
films to enter the world market. Ani- 
mated color cartoons that advertise 
commercial products, claimed to be the 
first such cartoons produced in India, 
were released in Bombay theaters in 
June, 





U. S. Films Popular in Iraq 


U. S. films, particularly ‘those with a 
good deal of action, such as westerns 
and serials, are well received by Iraqi 
audiences. Musicals and serious films 
have a more limited appeal, especially 
outside Baghdad and the larger cities. 
It is estimated that, of about 300 fea. 
ture films and 90 short subjects im- 
ported annually, some 250 features and 
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virtually all the short subjects are of 
U. S. origin. During the past several 
years the Director General of Imports 
has allocated $200,000 annually for the 
importation of U. S. films. Importers 
experience no difficulty in obtaining 
import licenses for any films covered 
by their exchange allocation. 


Egyptian films are the largest com- 
petitors of U. S. imports. British and, 
more recently, Italian and Mexican 
products offer smaller competition. 
While U. S. films’ constitute an 
estimated 60 percent of the volume 
shown, the longest playing time of a 
U. S. feature at any one theater is gen- 
erally a week, whereas Arabic language 
films may run for a number of weeks 
and be reexhibited several times. Al- 
most all U. S. films imported contain 
superimposed subtitles in Arabic and 
French, 

Iraq has 91 motion-picture houses 
(total seating capacity, 70,800), of which 
43 are open-air theaters operating from 
May to October, About 15 theaters show 
U. S. and other non-Arabic films ex- 
clusively, 32 show both Arabic and non- 
Arabic films, and the remaining 44 
show Arabic films predominantly, 


Syria Likes Egyptian Films 


Theater owners report that more 


Syrians see Egyptian films than any 
other type. While U. S. films lead in 
number of separate films shown, they 
are exhibited only in the better theaters 
and at higher prices, 


Syrian theater owners estimated the 
box-office gross in 1951 at 4,000,000 
Syrian pounds, of which U. S. films 
accounted for 1,600,000 pounds, or 40 
percent of the total. In 1950, U. S. 
films accounted for about 47 percent 
of a box-office gross estimated at 
4,250,000 Syrian pounds. 

The drop in gross in 1951 is attributed 
to the fact that poor crops had lowered 
the country’s purchasing power while 
the lower proportion accounted for by 
U. S. films was due to increased showing 
of Egyptian films in second- and third- 
class Syrian theaters. (2.20 Syrian 
pounds=US$1.00 at the official rate.) 

It is estimated that about 450 fea- 
ture films, 100 shorts and cartoons, and 
200 newsreels were imported in 1951, 
of which about 65 percent were from 
the U. S., 25 percent from Egypt, and 
10 percent from other countries, 


NAVAL STORES 
French Pine-Oil Output Doubles 


French production of pine oil, which 
was estimated at 400 metric tons an- 
nually in 1949 and 1950, doubled to 
823 tons in 1951. Exports increased 
from 235 tons in 1950 to 415 tons in 
1951, when Overseas France was the 
leading purchaser, followed by the 
United Kingdom, Argentina, and Brazil. 
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Gum Processed in Greece 


No crude gum was produced in Greece 
in the first quarter of 1952, but 2,250. 
metric tons from the 1951 crop were 
processed, yielding 1,580 tons of rosin 
and 425 tons of turpentine. A negligible 
quantity of gum was in the hands of 
producers at the end of the quarter. 

Exports totaled 2,267 tons of rosin 
and 268 tons of turpentine in the first 
quarter of 1952. The United Kingdom 
was the principal purchaser of rosin 
and France of turpentine. 


Pakistan's Output Increases 


Pakistan’s production of naval stores 
is centered in the Punjab and certain 
parts of Kashmir. The largest producer 
is the Jallo Rosin and Turpentine Fac- 
tory near Lahore, which is owned and 
operated by the Punjab Provincial Gov- 
ernment. Its output totaled 100,000 
maunds (1 maund=82.27 pounds) of 
rosin and 150,000 gallons of turpentine 
in the fiscal year 1951-52. Production of 
rosin was double that of the previous 
year and turpentine output was about 
two-thirds greater. With the exception 
of the Jallo plant, rosin and turpentine 
producers operate on a cottage-industry 
basis and the output, which is negligible, 
is used mainly by small local industries. 


PULP AND PAPER 
Canada's Situation Sound 


The Canadian pulp and paper situa- 
tion appears sound,. although the days 
of the sellers’ market appear to be 
about over, as the supply and demand 
situation is approaching better balance. 
The newsprint price increase to. $126 
per ton f. o. b. New York, was uni- 
formly established by the industry 
early in July. 

The latest figures on pulp released 
by the Canadian Pulp and Paper As- 
sociation indicated that Canadian pro- 
duction for the first 5 months of this 
year was somewhat higher than for the 
corresponding period last year, and ex- 
ports were moderately lower. Newsprint 
data for May indicate that production 
established a new all-time peak; ship- 
ments were the second highest in the 
history of the industry. During the pe- 
riod January-May, shipments were 3.3 


percent higher than for the like period 
last year. 





N. Ireland's Paper Output Down 

Although production data for the 
year 1951 are not yet available, it is 
believed that the output of paper and 
paperboard during that period was less 
than in 1950 because of the complete 
shut-down of one plant. 

Northern Ireland’s foreign trade in 


pulp and paper during 1951 was as fol- 
lows: 


Exports Imports 
Wood pulp, tom .....ccccccccene 55 6,226 
Paper, hundredweight ...... « 129,851 478,203 
Cardboard, dO ceccccccccccseeere 11,564 308,028 
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German Paper Turn-Over Up 


The paper industry of the Federal 
Republic of Germany increased its turn- 
over to 1.66 billion Deutsche marks in 
1951 as compared with 1 billion 
Deutsche marks in 1950 (1 Deutsche 
mark=$0.238), according to a _ state- 
ment at the industry’s annual meeting. | 
Exports increased from 9,600,000 


Deutsche marks in 1950 to 26,500,000 
Deutsche marks in 1951. 


New Project Planned in Angola 


A new firm, Sociedade Ultramarina 
de Celulose, affiliated with Lisbon Com- 
panhis de Papel do Prado, has requested 
authorization to install a factory for 
the production of chemical wood pulp 
and paper in Angola, Portuguese West 
Africa. Completion of the enterprise 
is expected in eighteen months. The ini- 
tial capital is set at 10,000 contos and 
will be raised to 40,000 contos (1 contos 
=1,000 escudos, or the equivalent of 
US$35). Production in the first phase 
will be limited to pulp. 


Iraq Imports Doubled in Value 


Iraq’s imports of paper and cardboard 
in 1951 were valued at 907,536 dinars, 
more than twice the 443,490 dinars of 
these commodities received in the pre- 


vious year, (The Iraq dinar is worth 
US$2.80). 


Philippine Imports Up in Value 


Total value of imports of paper and 
manufactures into the Philippine Re- 
public in 1951 was 49,188,000 pesos as 
compared with 36,840,000 pesos in 1950, 


a gain of 33 per cent. (The peso is val- 
ued at US$0.50.) 


New Philippine Mills Proposed 


The President of the Philippine Re- 
public has endorsed for more study 
the proposal for the establishment of 
six paper and pulp mills at a total cost 
of 310 million pesos (1 peso=US$0.50), 
to be financed probably through loans 
from the Export-Import Bank. The pro- 
posed mills would produce annually 
282,000 tons of pulp, of which 100,000 
tons would be further processed into 
paper. 


Finland Builds New Paper Factory 


A new paper factory of 70,000 ton 
capacity is scheduled to be built at 
Jamsa, Finland, for which machinery 


already has been purchased in the Unit- 
ed States. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION 
French TV Broadcasts to U. K. 


In celebration of Bastille Day, France 
broadcast television programs in mid- 




















DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





American contractors and consulting 
engineers planning to undertake con- 
struction work for the United States 
security forces in Japan are advised by 
the American Embassy in Tokyo that 
they must comply with thé Construction 
Contractors Law of Japan prior to en- 
gaging in construction operations. 


The Japanese law requires foreign 
contractors and consultants to obtain 
a license to engage in a business activity 
from the Foreign Investment Commis- 
sion and register with the Ministry of 
Construction. Article IV of Law No. 100, 
May 24, 1949 (Construction Contractors 
Law) provides that “a person engaged 


Americans Engaging in Construction 
Must Comply With Japanese Law 


in the construction business shall be 
registered as a contractor in accordance 
with the provisions of the law, except, 
for such persons as may engage solely 
in petty jobs under contract.” Accord- 
ing to Article I, Enforcement Order for 
Construction Contractors Law, petty 
jobs are defined as “construction works 
of less than 300,000 yen in contract 
sum for one job” (360 yen = US$1). 
Construction work exceeding 300,000 
yen in contract sum, therefore, can be 
undertaken only by registered contrac- 
tors. 


Article XII of the Administrative 
Agreement of the Security Treaty be- 


tween the United States and Japan 
grants the United States the right to 
contract for any supplier or construc- 


tion work to be furnished or under- 
taken in Japan without restriction as 
to choice of supplier or builder. Under 
Article XIV, such persons, including 
corporations organized under the laws 
of the United States, are subject to 
the laws and regulations of Japan, ex- 
cept as provided in this Article, 


The Ministry of Construction has 
stated that the activities in Japan of 
those American companies specially ad- 
mitted will be limited strictly to busi- 
ness contracted in the United States 
with the Department of Defense under 
Article XIV, paragraph 6, of the Ad- 
ministrative Agreement. No other busi- 
ness activities will be authorized by the 
Japanese Government. 
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July to the United Kingdom. The 
method used to make possible reception 
of these programs on the 405 line re- 
ceivers of the British, originating from 
the 819 line pictures of the French, was 
as follows: Near the top of the 300 foot 
bell tower of the town hall at Lille a 
9,000 megacycle portable transmitter 
had been installed. It was beamed to 
Mont Cassel, a town built on a hill 
about 30 miles from Lille in the direc- 
tion of Calais. The receiving point at 
Cassel, on the roof of a disused casino, 
is about 600 feet above sea level, and 
provides excellent transmission paths in 
all directions. 

When the pictures from Pairs arrived 
at Cassel they were still on the French 
system of 819-lines and had traveled 
roughly half-way to London. At this 
point the BBC took over, and the 819- 

_line picture was “converted” to the 
British system of 405 lines: The 819- 
line picture was displayed on the screen 
of a cathode-ray tube coated with a 
phospher having a long persistence pe- 
riod, the scanning lines being broad- 
ened to eliminate the line structure. 
The picture thus displayed was then re- 
televised by a British camera working 
on the 405-line system. 


In order to ensure that the cross- 
channel wave-form generators were 
synchronized with the British electricity 
supply, a standard 50-cycles “tone” de- 
rived from the British grid system was 
transmitted to France over a post of- 
fice cross-channel telephone circuit and 
used to synchronise the British equip- 
ment on the French side, 


Bahamas Increase Radio Sales 


A reported 4,053 radio receiving li- 
censes were issued in the Bahamas dur- 
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ing 1951, nearly twice the figure of 
2,938 licenses in 1949. It is not believed, 
however, that the increase in licenses 
necessarily indicates that the number 
of sets in use has increased in the same 
proportion. Considerable publicity has 
been given lately to the necessity of the 
payment of license fees, and the Tele- 
communication Department has been 
more assiduous in its collection. An 
estimated 7,000 is given as the number 
of sets in use. 

One television set was recently in- 
stalled by the Director of Telecommuni- 
cations and good reception from the 


Miami broadcasting station was re- 
ported. 


RUBBER AND PRODUCTS 
Guatemalan Chicle Output High 


Production of first-class chicle in 
Guatemala in the 1951-52 crop year 
ended in May amounted to 19,800 quin- 
tals (1 quintal=101.43 pounds), com- 
pared with 19,403 quintals in 1950-51. 
Output of second-class chicle (chiqui- 
bul) amounted to 9,000 quintals in the 
1951-52 crop year. No chiquibul was 
harvested in the 1950-51 season. 


The 19,800 quintal 1951-52 crop of 
first-class chicle has been contracted 
for at US$83 per quintal, and the 9,000 
quintals of chiquibul were sold for $70 
per quintal. 

Exports of first class chicle from 
Guatemala in the calendar year 1951 
totaled 25,966 quintals valued at $2,038,- 
462, compared with 14,971 quintals val- 
ued at $1,306,591 in 1950. There were 
no exports of chiquibul in the two 
years. 

Stocks in Guatemala on January 1, 
1952, consisted of 7,221 quintals of first- 





class chicle and an estimated 6,000 
quintals of chiquibul. A year earlier, 
first class chicle stocks were 10,411 
quintals, and there were no stocks of 
chiquibul. 

No licenses for gathering chicle dur- 
ing the 1952-53 season had been issued 
by the end of June 1952. The Produc- 
tion Development Institute (INFOP), 
the Government Agency administering 
the chicle industry, stated that licenses 


were being withheld pending negotia- 
tions for sale of the crop. 


Brazilian Rubber Production Up 


Natural rubber production in Brazil 
was estimated at 2,708 long tons in 
May, compared with 2,578 tons (re- 
vised) in the preceding month and 2,068 
tons in May 1951. For the first 5 
months of 1952, output totaled 17,213 
tons, an increase of 12 percent over 
the 14,479 tons reported in the like 
period a year ago. These figures repre- 
sent gross weight with no allowance 
for moisture content. 

Output of washed and dried rubber 
in plants under contract to the Ama- 
zon Credit Bank amounted to 2,583 
tons in May, making the January-May 
1952 total 13,038 tons, up slightly from 
the 12,909 tons reported in January- 
May 1951. 

Shipments of natural rubber from 
producing to consuming centers of Bra- 
zil amounted to 1,988 tons in May 1952, 
to 10,606 tons in January-May 1952, and 
to 10,031 tons in January-May 1951, 


Stocks of domestic natural rubber 
held by the Amazon Credit Bank in 
both shipping and consuming centers of 
Brazil totaled 10,218 tons at the end 
of May compared with 8,164 tons on 
January 1, 1952, 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





N. Y. Firm Denied 
Export Privileges 


Ozyash B. Haufstadter and his New 
York export company, O. B. Hauf- 
stadter Co., have been denied all ex- 
port privileges for 3 years because they 
made numerous false statement in seven 
export license applications for anti- 
biotics, some of which they knew would 
be diverted to Communist countries, 


For conspiring with Haufstadter, 
Gustav von Hornung and “Hantra” 
Transit-Handelsgesellschaft, a trading 
company in Basel, Switzerland, of which 
von Hornung is an official, have been 
prohibited from receiving or otherwise 
participating in U. S. exports for 3 
years. 


S. Stier, who is engaged in the 
pharmaceutical and chemical business in 
Tangier, Morocco, and who took a minor 
part in one of the violations, was sus- 
pended from participating in any U. S. 
exports covered by validated export 
licenses until July 31, 1952. 


OIT’s denial order replaces an order 
issued October 5, 1951, under which the 
same firms and individuals have been 
temporarily suspended from exporting, 
receiving, or otherwise handling U. S. 
goods shipped under validated export 
licenses, pending decision of the case. 


Four Applications Denied 


OIT denied four of the applications in- 
volved in the violations and licensed 
only a portion of the quantities re- 
quested in the three other applications. 
One of the licenses, against which no 
shipment was made, was retrieved by 
OIT agents. 


Haufstadter violated export controls 
by naming false ultimate destinations 
and consignees for various quantities of 
antibiotics in his license applications. In 
five of the applications, though he knew 
the antibiotics would be resold and 
trans-shipped to Communist countries, 
he falsely certified that the shipments 
were for use in England, Switzerland, 
Spain, and Morocco. 


He further violated export controls by 
requesting Hantra and Stier to send him 
predated orders for two shipments. He 
also violated the regulation requiring 
export license applicants to have ac- 
cepted orders for the goods covered by 
their applications. In addition, he failed 
to return an export license to OIT when 

e found he was unable to make ship- 
men against it, 

Von Hornung and Hantra conspired 
with Haufstadter in his attempts to ex- 
port antibiotics to friendly countries for 
diversion to Communist areas. 

Stier sent a fictitious predated order 
for antibiotics to Haufstadter, to enable 


him to apply for an export license, 
(OIT-1044, July 24, 1952.) 
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Canada and United States Check Securities Frauds 


Governmental authorities in Canada 
and the United States for some years 


have been concerned over the activities 
of a small group of stock promoters in 
Canada who have carried out securities 
frauds involving millions of dollars an- 
nually through sales in the United 
States. Existing extradition arrange- 
ments proved unsatisfactory to cope 
with the techniques of these brokers 
who operate through mass mail cam- 


paigns and extensive telephone solici- 
tation. 


The Department of State has now 
been informed that the Canadian Par- 


liament has approved a supplementary 
extradition convention with the United 
States which covers securities frauds. 
The United States Senate has already 
given its consent to ratification. The 
Convention was signed at Ottawa on 
October 26, 1951, and amends the Ex- 
tradition Convention of December 13, 
1900. 

The Supplementary Convention rede- 
fines the list of offenses for which ex- 
tradition can be had and adds the crime 
of mail fraud for the first time. 

The new convention will go into effect 
when instruments of ratification are 
exchanged. 





Foreign Visitors 
Continued from Page 11 


New York 22, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York City. 

Lebanon—Fuad Bohsali, representing 
Youssif Bohsali, Rue Moutran, Beirut, 
is interested in textiles and general 
merchandise. Scheduled to arrive July 
17, via New York City, for a visit of 2 
months. U. S. address: c/o Naamani 
Bros., Inc., Empire State Building, New 


York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Chicago. 


Mexico— Jorge Zavala, representing 
Maya de Mexico, S.A. (Estampados 
Maya, S.A.), (manufacturer, wholesaler, 
exporter), Motolinia No. 33, Mexico, 
D. F., is interested in promoting firm’s 
line of hand-blocked and hand-painted 
cotton, rayon, and silk fabrics, as well 
as men’s and women’s wear made of 
these materials. Scheduled to arrive 
August 15 for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o Mexican Consulate Gen- 
eral, 70 Pine Street, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York City from August 
15 to August 31, and Miami from Sep- 
tember 1 to September 8. 

Palestine—Basil Mavromichalis, rep- 
resenting Mavromichalis & Co. (im- 
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porter, retailer, wholesaler, commission 
mechant, sales/indent agent), P. O. Box 
4010, New Gate, Old City, Jerusalem, 
and P. O. Box 415 Amman, Jordan, and 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, Jeru- 
salem, is interested in purchasing drug 
products, medical equipment, essences, 
and chemicals, and in marketing and 
production of cinematographic films. 
Scheduled to arrive in mid-August, .via 
New York City, for an indefinite period, 
U. S. address: c/o Greek Embassy, 2221 
Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washing- 
ton, D. C., or Legation of Hashemite 
Jordan Kingdom, 2400 16th Street N.W,, 
Washington, D. C. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, Boston, and principal cities 
on Pacific Coast. 

Union of South Africa—Nathan Nor- 
man Levine, representing Hart Ltd. 
(manufacturer, importer), 99 Pritchard 
Street, Johannesburg, is interested in 
visiting factories engaged in producing 
light metal and plastic goods. Scheduled 
to arrive August 15, via New York City, 
for a visit of approximately 2 months. 
Since no U. S.. address is indicated, 
interested firms should write directly to 
Mr. Levine’s company in Johannesburg. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


OO OOO O88 O86 ee 8 Se ee eS See See SSeS es Se Sees eee 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


Subscription Form 





ADDRESS 





CITY. 


Zone State 





' 
’ 
n 
t 
‘ 
t 
‘ 
' 
' 
! 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
! 
' 
' 
' 
' 
a 
' 
' 
’ 
' 
L 


$3.50 per year ($4.50 Foreign) 


nT 


27 









| 
i 
: 


Sulfur Export Quotas Announced 


Export quotas of 232,500 long tons of crude sulfur and 7,500 long 


tons of refined sulfur have been established for the third quarter. 
The 232,500-ton quota covers crude sulfur from all production 
sources, having a purity of 97 per cent or better. It includes crude sulfur 
in bulk (Schedule B No. 571410) as well as crude sulfur crushed to a con- 
venient size for bagging (Schedule B No. 571500). Crude sulfur which 


has been ground or pulverized to a 
powder (also covered by Schedule B 
No. 571500) is included in the refined 
sulfur quota. 

Crude sulfur of less than 97 per cent 
purity is not included in these quotas, 
but is subject to export licensing. 

The quantity of sulfur available for 
export in the third quarter is equivalent 
to the average quantity available in the 
preceding two quarters. However, some 
changes have been made in distribution 
of the third-quarter quotas among im- 
porting countries. 

Exports Down Slightly 
The current rate of sulfur exports is 


Old Duties Restored on 
Imports of Lead and Zinc 


U. S. import duties have been restored 
on unmanufactured lead, effective June 
26, 1952, and on unmanufactured zinc, 
effective July 24, by orders of the 
President, in compliance with the terms 
of the legislation under which these 
duties were temporarily suspended. 

To encourage importation of larger 
supplies from abroad unmanufactured 
lead and zinc had been admitted free of 
duty since February 12, 1952, the day 
following enactment of Public Laws 
257 and 285 of the 82nd Congress. 
Those acts provided that the suspen- 
sions should continue until March 31, 
1953, or until termination of the 
national emergency, whichever were 
earlier, unless prior to either event the 
average market price of the metals 
pemape fall below 18 reonte - 





n 


Commission the President ordered re- 


‘storation of the previously effective 


duties. 


slightly lower than in the last 6 months 
of 1951. However, this is offset by the 


increasing use, in other countries, of 
sulfur from pyrites, smelter and re- 
finery gases, and natural sour gases, 
which relieves the drain on U. S. brim- 
stone. Greater use of sulfur from 
sources other than the United States 
also is easing the strain on U. S. stocks. 


The crude-sulfur quota for the third 
quarter is consistent with the world 
distribution of sulfur proposed by the 
Sulfur Committee of the International 
Materials Conference. Since this distri- 
bution does not include refined (pro- 
cessed) sulfur, OIT will not licénse re- 
fined sulfur as a substitute for crude 
sulfur, (OIT-1045, July 25, 1952.) 


Canadian Bank Grants Aid 
To Air Transport Companies 


The Government sponsored Industrial 
Development Bank of Canada is now 
authorized to grant financial aid to 
commercial air service under the terms 
of a law recently enacted by Parlia- 
ment. Previously the Industrial Devel- 
opment Bank Act was interpreted to 
preclude the bank from lending or 
guaranteeing loans to air transport 
companies. 


Most of Canada’s operators are non- 
scheduled firms with small capitaliza- 
tion. As a result it has been difficult 
for these firms to obtain financial help 
from the usual sources. The reequip- 
ment problem of these companies: is 
reaching serious proportions, and the 
Government, which has expressed its 
concern in the past, has chosen this 
method of aiding operators. The fact 
that this amendment has been passed 
should improve the opportunities for 
financial aid becoming available from 
the charter banks or other private 
sources. 








U. S.-Turkey 
Agreement Ended 


The termination by mutual consent of 
the reciprocal trade agreement con- 
cluded between the United States and 
Turkey in 1939 is technical in character 
and will not affect trade relations be- 


Trade 


tween the two countries. The action, 


effective August 4, 1952, was taken in 
view of the fact that Turkey has 
become a contracting party to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, to which U. S. is also a party. 

Since October 17, 1951, when Turkey’s 
accession to the General Agreement 
became effective, the terms of that 
agreement have governed trade rela- 
tions between Turkey and the United 
States. Pursuant to U. S. policy of 
superseding existing bilateral agree- 
ments as countries parties thereto be- 
come contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, steps 
for terminating the bilateral agreement 
were taken while Turkey was negotiat- 
ing for accession to the General Agree- 
ment, 


The termination of the 1939 agree- 
ment will cause no changes in tariff 
rates, 


Termination of the 1939 agreement 
was effected by an exchange of notes 
between the two Governments at 
Ankara. The notes were signed by 
both Governments on July 5. The 
text of the notes will be published 
at a later date. 


A proclamation signed by the Presi- 
dent on July 18 terminated on August 
4, 1952, the two Presidential proclama- 
tions, dated April 5, 1939, and November 
30, 1939, proclaiming the U. S.-Turkish 
trade agreement. 





MERCK and Co., Inc., manufacturers 
of drugs and chemicals, has announced 
the establishment of a new Brazilian 
subsidiary. The new Brazilian company 
—Industrias Farmaceuticas Merck 
(Norte Americana) S. A.—has its main 
operating office and warehouse in Sao 
Paulo and an office in Rio de Janeiro. 
James W. Balano has been named di- 
rector-president and Rusvel Tinoco Pin- 
to, director-manager, 
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